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The Arabian Gulf, with its rich history of cultural exchange over centuries, is a region with a shared social
fabric and collective human experiences. It is extremely important to preserve this heritage and to hold
exhibitions which showcase and provide insight into the civilizations which have inhabited the area
throughout its history.

This exhibition combines the world of the past with the world of the present and the future. It is a
springboard for ideas that have yet to come. The concept behind the exhibition reflects the strong ties
that bind the Kingdom of Bahrain with the United Arab Emirates as nations and peoples. As a result
of this connection, it was decided that the exhibition would be held in the Emirate of Culture - Sharjah.
The exhibition also comes as part of Bahrain’s celebrations as the capital of Asian Tourism 2014 and
Sharjah’s celebrations as the Capital of Islamic Culture in 2014.

In keeping with Bahrain’s commitment to cultural and intellectual exchange, and its economic vision
and the principles outlined in its 2014 - 2018 cultural strategy, the artefacts selected from the Bahrain
National Museum’s permanent collection for this exhibition highlight the importance of ancient Dilmun
as a dynamic marketplace established on the crossroads of the ancient maritime trading routes which
linked the Near East with the Indian Sub-continent - a tradition which historically contributed to the
present-day culture of exchange between nations in the region.

Rashad Faraj
Acting Director, Museum Directorate
Ministry of Culture, Kingdom of Bahrain
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The United Arab Emirates and the Kingdom of Bahrain have long shared extensive cultural ties rooted in
the ancient past. Relevant archaeological discoveries - undertaken in the UAE since 1959, when the first
mission came over after having excavated in Bahrain - have confirmed that the two nations have been
in contact for millennia. The evidence gathered from numerous archaeological sites across the region -
including many in Sharjah - speaks of sustained social, economic and cultural ties along the coast of the
Arabian Gulf and indeed further afield. Throughout, it was the local inhabitants’ intimate connection with
the sea that not only shaped the character of the region, but also enabled them to maintain links with a
host of important civilisations - a trait that continues very successfully to this date.

As part of Sharjah’s celebrations as the 2014 Capital of Islamic Culture, the Sharjah Museums
Department is delighted to present “Ancient Bahrain: The Power of Trade” an exhibition staged in
collaboration with the Ministry of Culture in the Kingdom of Bahrain. This outstanding archaeological
exhibition will be hosted befittingly by the Sharjah Archaeology Museum and includes around 150 rare
and historically highly significant artefacts from the Bahrain National Museum collection. The items have
been selected to afford visitors to the exhibition unique insights into the important role of ancient Bahrain
as an international trading hub between the second millennium BC and the third century AD focusing in
particular on its relations with the greatest empires and civilisations of that period.

We hope that this exhibition - which comes 20 years after Sharjah first hosted a ground-breaking
exhibition to showcase Bahrain’s antiquities - provides a spell-binding window into our common heritage
over thousands of years, ever since the ships of Dilmun and Magan first docked together at the shores
of Akkad and beyond.

Manal Ataya
Director
Sharjah Museums Department
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‘Ancient Bahrain: The Power of Trade” draws on the permanent collection of the Bahrain National
Museum and explores the significance of Dilmun, and Tylos, as a vital market place on the sea routes
which linked the Ancient Near East to the Indian Sub-continent. The showcased artefacts reflect the
dynamics of trade in the region in the period from the 2nd millennium BC to the 3rd century AD and
illustrate centuries of enterprise and affluent sea-trade on the islands of Bahrain, home to the Dilmun
civilisation and its political centre from 2050 BC. The exhibition is organised along four main sections
(Dilmun and Tylos: Centuries of Enterprise and Prosperity; Dilmun: Warehouse of the Gulf in the Bronze
and Iron Ages (2000-500 BC); Tylos: Crossroads of an international trade (200 BC - 300 AD) and Beyond
Trade Influences: A Unique Insular Culture) and features a variety of artefacts ranging from chlorite
stamps, finely worked pottery, glass, alabaster containers, ivory objects to gold findings and limestone
funerary steles.

By virtue of its natural advantages and strategic location at the crossroads of ancient trading routes,
Dilmun played a pivotal role in International Trade and gained considerable wealth. It is constantly
mentioned in ancient official and economic Mesopotamian texts in relation to the importation of raw
materials, mainly copper. In the absence of mines in Dilmun, these texts probably reflect the existence of
an active trade that subsequently flourished and expanded.

Despite a decline in its role at the end of the 1st millennium BC, Dilmun - referred to as Tylos in the
Hellenistic Period - continued to thrive in the following centuries. The harbours of Tylos were prosperous
and largely sought after. Its merchants ventured to far-flung areas and accessed the most lucrative
markets.

The exhibition also attempts to examine the socio-cultural context in ancient Bahrain by looking at
varied sets of material culture. The extent of the trading activities, the accessibility and exposure to
different markets, and ultimately the interaction with different cultures had significant socio-cultural
repercussions. Despite some evidence of acculturation, an assertive insular local culture is manifested
in the archaeological record.

The exhibition opens at the Sharjah Archaeology Museum on the 29th of October 2014 as part of
“Manama, Capital of Asian Tourism” and “Sharjah, Islamic Culture Capital” programme of activities and
continues until the 29th of March 2015. This much anticipated display is curated by the Bahrain National
Museum in line with the Ministry of Culture’s continuous efforts to foster cultural exchange and dialogue,
providing its visitors exclusive insight into Bahrain’s archaeology and culture.

Dr Pierre Lombard
CNRS - Archéorient - France
Ministry of Culture - Kingdom of Bahrain

Dr Nadine Boskmati-Fattouh
Ministry of Culture - Kingdom of Bahrain
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Dilmun and Tylos:
Centuries of Enterprise and Prosperity

The strategic location of the Bahrain archipelago - the heart of Dilmun and its political centre from 2050
BC - along major lines of communication, laid the foundation for an important marketplace as early as
the 3rd millennium BC. This advantageous geographical position allowed Dilmun to rapidly build its own
trade network and to gain considerable wealth by acting as a vital warehouse on the sea routes linking
the Near East to the Indian Sub-continent.

The Bahrain islands are not rich in raw materials but they are ideally placed to acquire the staple
commodities and possess an important fleet to venture into far-flung markets. Indeed, Dilmun is
constantly mentioned in ancient official and economic texts in relation to the importation of raw materials.
These documents probably reflect the existence of an active trade that subsequently flourished and
expanded. This outstanding prosperity was further prompted as the poalitical centre of Great Dilmun -
encompassing Eastern Arabia and the area from Failaka in the north to Bahrain in the south - moved
to Bahrain with the site of Qalat al-Bahrain as the capital and ancient harbour of Dilmun. By 2000 BC,
Dilmun was certainly a designation given to the Bahrain islands.

This patent economic image was paired with Bahrain’s associations with an earthly paradise where
people enjoyed immortality. This numinous attribute was certainly related to the exceptional abundance
of underground fresh water reservoirs situated in the depth of the Arabian Peninsula, in the form of
abundant artesian springs. These springs, plentiful on the islands of Bahrain, create a “sea” of fresh water
that allowed people to settle and thrive since antiquity. They were also an attraction for foreign sailors
and merchants who would make a stop on the island to rest and get the water supplies necessary for
their journey.

Despite a decline in its role, Dilmun, which kept its name until the mid-first millennium BC, maintained
close trading contacts with Babylonia, Iran and the Oman Peninsula. In the following centuries, the
Bahrain islands -referred to as Tylos in the Hellenistic period (4th century BC - 3rd century AD)- continued
to be a coveted destination and a key transit point for people and merchandise as indicated by the
sheer number and diversity of imports excavated on the island since the 19th century. This enterprising
character dictated the historical and socio-cultural trajectory of the island throughout the ages.
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Dilmun:
Warehouse of the Gulf in the Bronze and Iron Ages
(2000-500 BC)

Archaeological excavations in the Arabian Gulf over the last century allowed for a better understanding
of the dynamics of trade in the region. Significant contacts with varied social groups, attested as early as
the 4th millennium BC, paved the way for a sophisticated mercantile structure. These exchanges were
intensified in the 3rd and 2nd millennia BC when copper, timber, dates, ‘fish eyes’ (pearls) and precious
stones, repeatedly mentioned in ancient accounts, were brought by boat from Dilmun to Mesopotamia.

The nature and extent of trade and the exchanged goods constantly changed over time. Monopoly
over trade was mainly defined by access to raw materials, the ability to transport it and the presence of
a sophisticated socio-poalitical structure to endorse this enterprise. By the 3rd millennium BC, Dilmun
was able to achieve high levels of social complexity which resulted in a fundamental organisation of
its trade structure and it rapidly became the main intermediary man used by its neighbours to access
raw materials that were essential at the time. This was clearly manifested in the emerging complex
methods of weighting, pricing and recording of transactions and above all the adoption of the seals; the
hallmark of the appearance of public trade institutions. During the 2nd millennium BC, sealing became
an established protocol. The standardisation of a Dilmun seal type symbolised Bahrain’s new status as
the warehouse of the Gullf.

The period between 3200 and 2000 BC witnessed a marked increase in the contacts between Dilmun
and Magan as well as the Indus Valley, signalling dramatic changes in Gulf trade. Around 2500 BC,
cuneiform tablets attest to Dilmun’s hold on metal trade following a decline in Magan’s mercantile
activities. Copper and tin were sent from Dilmun to cities as far as Ebla in Northern Syria. The fact that
Bahrain type pottery was recovered from coastal sites in the UAE is probably connected with the transfer
of copper from inland Oman to the new market place in Bahrain.

In 2000 BC, the Dimun’s trade economy witnessed a dramatic boom. Dilmun established close
diplomatic relations with sovereigns of neighbouring countries and exercised control over the
communities inland and along the coast. This prosperity was interrupted around 1750 BC, when Bahrain
witnessed an economic and strategic decline related to a series of events including the disappearance
of the Indus civilisation, the major economic retreat of Southern Mesopotamia and the emergence of
new competing trading centres. The Bahrain islands came to the fore again around the 15th century BC
under the Kassite rule, notably, in connection with the lapis-lazuli trade.
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Dilmun Pottery:
Imports and Local Productions

Pottery vessels were among the most common elements of the Dilmun trade. Most of the painted
vessels recovered in the Early Dilmun tumuli graves were probably imported from the neighbouring
countries (South Mesopotamia, Central and Eastern Iran, Indus Valley, Oman Peninsula, and even
Central Asia), see Cat. no. 1-4. However, as Diimun’s potters were experts in copying foreign types of
ceramics which reached the island of Bahrain as part of the transit trade, it is often difficult to differentiate
the original productions from their local imitations (see Cat. no. 5-7). At the same time, traditional shapes
and patterns were developed locally and sometimes exported (see Section lll, Cat. no. 103 - 107).
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1. Jar in the Mesopotamian Tradition

Pottery

Madinat Hamad Necropolis
Early Dilmun, c. 2300-2200 BC
H: 11.3 cm; D max.: 10.5 cm

This type of jar, frequently found in burial offerings in the oldest Early
Dilmun tumuli in Bahrain, is undoubtedly of Mesopotamian origin. It is
commonly present in the Royal graves of Ur and in other sites dated to
the Akkadian period. Some vessels were also recovered in the Eastern
Province of Saudi Arabia and in some Umm An-Nar graves from the
UAE. This type of jars could be specific to burial use.






2. Painted Jar

Pottery

Madinat Hamad Necropolis
Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 20.5 cm; D max.: 23.2 cm

This type of globular vessel reproduces a
style of decoration that was common to
Eastern Iran and even the Indus Region, but
it may also have been produced locally.
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3. Painted Jar in the Omani Tradition

Pottery

Saar Necropolis

Early Dilmun, c. 2300-2000 BC
H: 10.5 cm; Diam. max: 9.9 cm

Petrographic analyses carried out on several “Umm an-Nar” tradition vessels discovered in
Bahrain have confirmed that their clay corresponds to that of the UAE/Oman foothills region.
They were commonly exported to the Early Dilmun sites (Bahrain, Eastern Province of Saudi
Arabia) and perhaps exchanged for the most common type of Dilmun “burial jar” identified on
numerous sites of the Oman Peninsula (see, for instance, cat. no. 103-105).
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4. Painted Vase in the Indus Tradition

Pottery

Dar Kulayb Necropolis

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 12 cm; D rim: 9.5 cm

This small vessel certainly originates in the Indus
Valley, perhaps in the Amri region, as indicated by its
characteristic peepul tree leaf decoration - traditional in
Harrapan iconography- and its shape.
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6. Painted Suspension Vase

Pottery

Madinat Hamad Necropolis
Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 19.2 cm; D max.: 14.5 cm

Jlag

g\]‘.c 6jadio

oA =T 83400l ygola
ouw 1€.0 13l o 19.1 gLVl



27

7. Ring-based Suspension Vase

Pottery

A’ali Necropolis

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 13.7 cm; D: 9.8 cm
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The Legendary “Copper of Dilmun”

Metal objects were found in modest quantities in the Dilmun necropoleis, due to grave robbery or heavy
corrosion. While gold or silver objects are exceptional finds, most of the recovered objects were probably
made locally using the copper of Magan, which was easily available through the transit trade.

Although the two bowls (Cat no. 8-9) are very well preserved, it is difficult to date them based on their
shape. On the other hand, the two spearheads with a socket (Cat no. 10-11) illustrate a specific type
widespread in the Gulf and in Mesopotamia at the beginning of the 2nd millennium BC. In Bahrain, the
few discovered weapons are evenly found in burial and residential contexts. The scarcity of weapons
from the Dilmun area might indicate the peaceful nature of the people of Dilmun, mostly engaged in
trading activities.
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9. Vase

Copper

A’ali Necropolis

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 9.5 cm; D max.: 8.4 cm
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11. Spearhead

Copper

Saar Necropolis “Burial Complex”
Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC

L: 9.8 cm; W: 2.5cm
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8. Vase

Copper

A’ali Necropolis

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 8.5 cm; D max.: 10.8 cm
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10. Spearhead

Copper

Saar Necropolis “Burial Complex”
Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC

L: 9.8 cm; W: 2.5cm
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12. Ingots

Copper

An-Nasiriyah, chance discovery
Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H:3.6-4cm; D: 12-8.5cm

These copper ingots represent one of the most emblematic products
of Dilmun’s international trade. Their particular shape is due to the fact
that they were collected at the bottom of the ovens, when the fusion of
the copper (approx. 1083°), and its separation from its gangue of ore
and its slag was achieved. This is the exact form in which copper was
usually exported from the mining areas of the Oman Peninsula (Magan)
to Sumer via Bahrain at the beginning of the 2nd millennium BC.
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A Fascination for Soft Stone and Exotic Materials

At the exception of two varieties of limestone used in construction and for sculpture, Bahrain doesn’t
possess any source of fine or semi-fine stones necessary for jewellery making or the usual soft-stone
material (chlorite, steatite) used for domestic or luxury vessel production. Along with the refined pottery
containers, soft stone vessels were highly sought after by foreign and local consumer, during the 3rd and
the beginning of the 2nd millennium BC, notably in Iran, Sumer and the Arabian Gulf (Kuwait, Eastern
Province of Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, and the Oman Peninsula).

The stone containers were probably traded as finished pieces. It is not excluded, however, that the
stone necklaces were assembled locally, from various carved exotic beads (camelian, lapis-lazuli, agate
etc.) traded between regional partners. Moreover, there was equally a high demand for hard wood and
ivory objects from the Indian Sub-continent.



13. Soft Stone Vessel with
Compartments and Incised Decoration

Chlorite

Saar Necropolis (“Burial Complex”)
Early Dilmun c. 2000-1800 BC

H: 6.2 cm; L: 9.7 cm; W: 4.3 cm

This particular shape is aimost exclusively
associated with “Umm-an Nar” manufacture.
This type of vessels is typically covered with a
flat lid with a central lug.
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14. Miniature Soft Stone Vase

Chlorite

Al-Magsha Necropolis

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 5.5 cm; D max.: 5.5 cm

The body of this small vessel is covered with
a fishscale pattern; a decoration element that
was very common of 3rd millennium vessels
from Iran, Mesopotamia, and Tarut Island.
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15. Soft Stone Vessel

Chilorite

Saar Necropolis “Burial Complex”
Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC

H: 7.7 cm; D max: 12.2 cm

Such vessel, often called “Hut pot”, possesses a particular and complex design
made of geometrical patterns (chevrons, hatching) and naturalistic elements.

The body decoration illustrates a stylised building with a doorway with a curved
lintel, in the style of the mudhifs, the reed structures that are still used in the Shatt
al-Arab region in Irag. The manufacture of this outstanding vase pre-dates its
context of discovery by several centuries. Its precious value could explain its regular
transmission from a generation of owners to another.
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16. Necklace

Carnelian, Copper

Saar Necropolis

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
L: 39 cm
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17. Fragmentary Vessel Made out of an Elephant Trunk (2iwl 52l lnod) 1o rogha A (Lo Egino U] (o cjn IV
Ivory ale
Unspecified Bahrain Necropolis Gl
Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC @A =T 83810l Hgola
H: 11 cm; D base: 11 cm o I: 8.2 l8)l y a8 o 11 :glas)Vl
Ivory items were less common in the Bronze Age graves as opposed to the Tylos ones, where dl 2923 LI ELL AL 0 elag w5 gl L)l O] agd Ll Jguddl o Legub b dinlell &ladlcuila
significant ivory material was attested. Few ivory fragments were collected in some Early Ug0Ja Ublao JWi uasy (o elsll YUALD yA ) &on o 289 .Alalell &ndll aws wpslgl sall uugll pne
Dilmun tumuli, mainly in the A’ali Royal Mounds. These findings recall the particular mention of 1 “Ug0)a Vo el cleq” Wl liriavl oda pA~Tig.olle @élnio »d Gualoll JUUI o lobw Vb 1atoll

an “ivory vessel from Dilmun” on a cuneiform tablet from Ur (Iraq), dated to 1812 BC. 0.8 1N ole LIl Al agsy (Gl=l) Jol o blotiio el e 155
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Stone Weights:
A Necessary Tool for International Trade

Standardised systems of weights and measures are vital for an economy where mercantile transactions
are performed on an international level. Several sets of weights were found near the harbour quarter of
Qal’at al-Bahrain, the capital of Dilmum. They illustrate three different systems:

1. The local one from Dilmun, using spherical weights
2. The Indus system, using cubic weights
3. The Mesopotamian system using spindle-shaped weights.

This diversity provides ample evidence of the role of Qal’at al-Bahrain as a commercial centre.



18. Dilmun Weight

Limestone

Qal’at al-Bahrain Site

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1900 BC
H:7cm; D: 9cm
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19. Cubic weight in the Indus tradition il 5alg o Lieh 0 Ujg .19
Flint Stone Ulga jaa
Saar Settlement Jlw gdgo
Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC @A =T 838 10ll Hgola

H:15cm; L: 1.2 cm; W: 1.2 cm o LM yay=ll ¢ oaw 1M ghll (ouw Lo :glas)Vl
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20. Set of Four Weights in the
Mesopotamian Tradition

Haematite

Saar Necropolis

Bahraini Excavations 1991, Tumulus 4

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
L:8.3-4-3-2cm; Dmax.: 1.8-0.9-1.7-0.8 cm



:Ug0Ja rol.lni

0jLoo 6jLAn Gow

169 dialolly AUl 8sland Qlios pdall Ylag « Ugela) dusiliioll &jlaill doghioll oulail) dluwg lall Ciils
Cwila LA SSlagl @nli cuils Ll pgiadlg wllaylg djjlaill agéll ble Peduuollg AlEoYIl Jid (o pliall CloaAiwl
ubgéioll Luilall jany Lo lodlag .ailog (un Ao (1o il Lo Iifg launbng (oldillg Kelodall &gl bJ] 6jubl Lyl
»ioJl jakoll 0aa 6 jiololl pliall dlpnn Jisig.asin i baic anyll ule lainba lasing 61136 i) 6)90 iall (o

U030l Ugoly U] a1ngll

2183 (ol roe Wl yanl (Lo deginoll Laio 8 jlooll Wil eahg &olgdl $glsll cjall (Lo digaioll dla il pliall o
ole 633 A80J1 Laubgdiy — =)l AuAl LA Pl LWi=T LAlg — LAY ST JLail tiun Uuadl Lo PUAUl &inl 6ac
I Gl (gl Eoinoll b Gianll LAl il 63 269 1AVl dagll Lle Wllgal Yl le Al Laojlajg laang
8)9910 UbghLC1opAj lainlg Guupsl Lalarh ule PUAYICLE) Crn liall &in ppleo 2ngd uJl.o.¢ Aulil dplil bo
030 o 1A 3ae Lle Jolell B0 2169 .ouuA =l gl le Al Lgd) Al 1o Ko duilging duoal VLAl g ds il dbay
b Wil LlANIg §jgatite CLilhg wo)lalll lahinog Ugold Whlio Wline Lo » dligel )l EPUAYI Lo LAl LAl

AlallodlJnisa=yghlio



49

The Stamp-Seals:
Hallmark of a Civilisation

The stamp-seals were a means of organising Dilmun’s intricate trade. They were used throughout the
Early Dilmun Period and remain the most original material representation of this culture. The seal certified
authenticity and ownership; used by private individuals and officials on contracts as well as on tags and
sealings attached to goods. Seals also indicated socio-cultural status and were often buried with the
deceased. The carved side always depicted a unique iconography probably defined by the owner when
the stamp seal was made. The distinguished seals’ repertoire represents the sole artistic manifestation
of Dilmun and its “hidden art”.

From the simple stamp-seals carved from the apex of a shell to the characteristic specimens in soft stone
several traditions of stamp-seals seem to have co-existed in Bahrain. The earliest seals - referred to as
‘Arabian Gulf seals’ - are distinguished by their reverse grooved ornaments and obverse animal motifs.
In the 2nd millennium BC, a significant structural change in Dilmun society prompted a standardisation
of the seals. The principal shape of the seal was retained but the motifs were minutely carved and
illustrated both human and animal figures and four drilled circles on the reverse. Seals of this type called
‘Dilmun seals’ are found in great numbers across Dilmun and within its trading orbit and were known and
respected as far away as India. This relative standardisation did not however prevent the production of
rare specimens of different shapes (Cat. No 32) and material.
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21. Arabian Gulf Stamp-Seal

Chlorite

Janabiyah Necropolis

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H:2 cm; D: 1.8 cm

22. Arabian Gulf Stamp-Seal

Chilorite

Buri Necropolis

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 2.2 cm; D: 1.3 cm
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23. Arabian Gulf Stamp-Seal ‘ol Al ol odA 1

Chlorite @Jg.:[.a);a
Diraz jyadl
Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC 0§ Mo 8)510ll ygola
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24. Dilmun Stamp-Seal OdgJaoia.re
Chlorite @Jg.:l.n)aa
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25. Dilmun Stamp-Seal

Chilorite

Al-Hajjar Necropolis

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 1.8 cm; D: 2 cm

26. Dilmun Stamp-Seal

Chilorite

Madinat Hamad Necropolis
Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 1.6 cm; D: 1 cm
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29. Dilmun Stamp-Seal

Chlorite

Saar Settlement

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 0.9 cm; D: 1.95 cm

30. Dilmun Stamp-Seal

Chilorite

Saar Settlement

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 0.9 cm; D: 2.2 cm
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31. Dilmun Stamp-Seal

Chlorite

Abu Saiba Necropolis

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 1.3 cm; D: 2.5 cm
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32. Dilmun Stamp-Seal

Chlorite

Saar Necropolis

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 1.8 cm; L: 2.8 cm; W: 2 cm
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The Kassite Presence in Bahrain
in The Middle Dilmun Period:
A Colonial and Economical Episode

Several centuries after the collapse of the Early Dilmun culture, towards the middle of the 15th century
BC, Qal’at al-Bahrain, the former capital of the Dilmun kings was occupied by a foreign population, the
Kassites, whose dynasty already reigned over neighbouring Babylonia for almost a century. Bahrain
experienced then a new phase of economical wealth, apparently in direct connection with the control of
the lapis-lazuli maritime road. This new trade seems to be the reason for which the Kassites peacefully
invested in the Bahrain islands, whose population has decreased significantly at this time.

The residence of the Kassite governor, probably settled in the restored palace of the former kings of
Dilmun, housed an active administration that yielded a significant archive, in the form of over a hundred
cuneiform tablets written in the Akkadian language - excavated by a French archaeological mission
between 1995 and 2003.

A new type of collective graves also developed on the island and yielded a considerable amount of
the characteristic Middle Dilmun pottery, the so-called ‘caramel ware”, inspired by South-Mesopotamian
shapes. Moreover, cylinder-seals in the typical Syro-Mitannian glyptic tradition of the Middle Bronze Age
were also recovered.
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34. Jar in the Kassite Tradition

Pottery

Al-Hajjar Necropolis

Middle Dilmun, c. 1450-1300 BC
H: 8.5 cm; D: 8 cm
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36. Jar in the Kassite Tradition

Pottery

Al-Hajjar Necropolis

Middle Dilmun, c. 1450-1300 BC
H: 28.6 cm; D: 8.2 cm
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33. Jar in the Kassite Tradition

Pottery

Al-Hajjar Necropolis

Middle Dilmun, c. 1450-1300 BC
H: 21.5 cm; D: 13.6 cm
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35. Jar in the Kassite Tradition

Pottery

Al-Hajjar Necropolis

Middle Dilmun, c. 1450-1300 BC
H: 14 cm; D: 6.5 cm






dUawgll Ugola pad o)
A loaoll ULAII ;) G216 KO
Lgin L (a0 Luadl YO EIABI LIVl Gl b

(A Yisil ) e Ui JAb —aalall Azl digitoe uaj @5lo Lle Waac gup Killg — AQuiriaoll djlotwoll ungaill AAT
glJlosl dila sl il sl (i QSlgd of Ay linl wilay] e 6jue Uagaill 0aag.Jalnll il @lAlilo 1% (pag
3319 .ol gl ol d.og diwllg raubill gyl (it Ian Iaine Layli Lual Joni Lail o aiieal (o4 6 n s Jsl)
Wie Lol Gaditall e Jualnll (o deginall Wlorsl ora Cuila Aublal Al @glo ani pan diw logoc la diwll
830) Loy KLLinVl AT U] Gors Pl euiti cuila wayladl elli Jio ubg .Ul Ay uo Khoni Ciils laisg daolaainl A
Cuils Olg @A &l dlilgin il bl LA BT Joni Jualnil (o plial YUALh Go wouliiai tilors Pl oda Cuilhg.dlygh

Aailw e Ulgd bing Jujlinadlg Wlots JleayjUa o il paiug



67

The Archive of the Middle Dilmun Palace
at Qal’at Al Bahrain: The Southernmost Evidence
of the Cuneiform Writing in the Ancient Near-East

The one hundred or so discovered cuneiform texts are written in Akkadian language and take the
form of small modelled clay tablets. They are simple receipts, ration tables indicating the allowance
of the employees of the palace, or short messages whose interest (mostly) resides in the fact that
they often contain a very precise calendar date, expressed in day, month and year, according to
the Babylonian system. The year generally indicates a year of reign of a king of the Kassite dynasty.
These tablets of unbaked clay were frequently thrown away after usage, but sometimes they were
archived. The document could be then baked if it were to be conserved for a long period of time.
These written documents were found associated with numerous fragments of clay sealings bearing
the traces of traditional Kassite cylinder-seals, and used to seal tablet envelopes, jars or even the
doors of storage rooms.



37. Cuneiform Tablet
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38. Cuneiform Tablet

GJloiio 0b) A
Clay, Unbaked G0 o b
Qal’at al-Bahrain, Kassite Palace Ul é=ld glgo
Middle Dilmun, ¢.1450 BC Gl jadll

H: 3.5 cm; L: 5.05 cm; W: 2.1 cm 0. 1€0. gl Ggola
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2 JoLuttall PULAY oLe UbELN 2ul]
dUniwgll Ugola 616 JUA Uyl b

U Lo 3l Lo Lilizoll Al kg 15U Ui umdl oo llao lein 28 Ugay Ul Joinell (o Ulallg (loisl (laa
364 pawed) uleg Urawe Uj gaw o ude Ugaip ol (ro (s Jolll jny atwgll siigrul pasll JULA Ujgg (upaill
61i0) ag=i LI dblglhwl PUAUI (Lo Hivlole 209 dgajo] alea garo Al @olroll uaill Lol .uula uaiii olol Uguilos rouag
10y 929.UAT Gl Uo glay difg AU Gl &dits Ll sl Lol (rouapl é9a10 b Ll ilo Wiliils) oy gag Wuhiblall

WA gT YV Qo™ (Jaeljg A1l (0 1é)g ijo) 611l uin Lle Jaie hg 269 Llell) degoyo (rayayl il (ilol



71

An Imported Glyptic Tradition in Bahrain
During the Middle Dilmun Period

These two seals, which could have been made locally in Bahrain, are strongly inspired by the Syro-
Mesopotamian Mitannian glyptic of the Middle Bronze Age. The first depicts two rows of men apparently
dressed as soldiers and wearing helmets, parading past a standing person. The short inscription is
a traditional prayer to Marduk, very common on the cylinder-seals of the Kassite period: “May he be
blessed, he gives life, Marduk the merciful”. The second seal belongs to the same tradition, but doesn’t
bear any inscription. It illustrates two female figures, with both hands raised are placed on either side of
a symbolic tree, with five standing gazelles or antelopes in the background.



39. Cylinder-Seal

Faience

Al-Hajjar Necropolis

Middle Dilmun, c. 1450-1350 BC
H:2.7cm; D: 11 cm
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40. Cylinder-Seal

Faience

Al-Hajjar Necropolis

Middle Dilmun, c. 1450-1350 BC
H:2.2cm; D: 1 cm
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The Last Centuries of Dilmun:
The Late Dilmun Period

The Iron Age phase of Dilmun, which broadly covers the first half of the first millennium BC, is still a
murky episode of Bahrain’s history. Despite the famous mention of the Dilmun King Uperi by Sargon |l
on the walls of his palace at Khorsabad (Iraq) in 709 BC, Bahrain was no longer the great international
crossroads that it had been during the Bronze Age. Later controlled by the Neo-Babylonian dynasty,
then probably by the Achaemenian power, Bahrain still experienced an apparent prosperous period,
and engaged in active commercial activities both with Babylonia in the North and with its southern
neighbours from the Oman Peninsula. These contacts are clearly attested by the presence of various
pottery and stone vessels, weapons and glyptic traditions from this region. The Bahraini exports in
exchange for these goods elude us.



41. Painted Spouted Vessel
in the Omani Tradition

Al-Hajjar Necropolis
Late Dilmun, c. 900-800 BC
H: 8.4; D max.: 10.9 cm

Sometimes described as “teapots” by
archaeologists due to the filter within their bridged
spout, these characteristic painted containers
have exact equivalents in the graves and
settlements of Iron Age Il in the UAE and Oman.
This vessel type was undoubtedly imported from
the foothills of the Hajjar mountains.
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42. Spouted Vessel

Pottery

Al-Magsha Necropolis

Late Dilmun, c. 900-800 BC
H: 9; D max.: 11.8 cm

This elegant, unpainted vessel, made of high
quality clay and careful polished surface, is
reminiscent of the Iranian Iron Age ceramic
traditions. Such type of vessel does not
appear in the Oman Peninsula, but is quite
frequent in Bahrain’s burials at the beginning
of the 1st millennium BC.
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43. Miniature Box with Lid
and Incised Decoration

Steatite

Al-Magsha Necropolis
Late Dilmun, c. 900-800 BC
H:2.4 cm; L: 3.6; W: 3.6 cm
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44, Suspension Vase with
Incised Decoration

Steatite
Al-Magsha Necropolis 0.8 Mo = 9. Byaliodl ygola
Late Dilmun, c.900-800 BC fouw V.M ydadll oan .. £las)Vl
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45. Bowl with incised decoration

Steatite

Al-Magsha Necropolis
Late Dilmun, ¢.900-800 BC
H: 5,3. D. max: 9,7 cm

Several examples of steatite (a lighter material than the chlorite used
during the Bronze Age) vessels from Bahrain possess their exact
counterparts in sites from the UAE (Al-Qusais, Rumeilah etc.), which
confirms that they were imported from that area. They were mostly
discovered in burial contexts, but were also used for domestic activities
in the Iron Age settlement at Qal’at al-Bahrain (“City IV”).
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46. Dagger

Bronze

Shakhura Necropolis

Late Dilmun, c. 900-800 BC
L: 47.6 cm; D max: 5.4 cm

The tradition of elongated daggers, with crescentic pommels and
hollowed-out handles inlaid with wood or bone, is a speciality of the
blacksmiths from the Oman Peninsula. They are inspired by models
from the Iranian Iron Age Il period, and were probably produced over a
period of several centuries. Some specimens of this kind of weapons
reached Bahrain during the first half of the first millennium BC, and were
used as burial deposits.
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47-48. Pyramidal Stamp-Seals

Various Stones

Al-Magsha Necropolis

Late Dilmun, c. 900-8 00 BC
H: 11 cm; W: 1.9 cm

H: 1.3 cm; W: 2.7 cm

These distinctive stamp-seals are usually found with the pottery, stone
vessels and weapons described previously and are of similar origin. The
oasis of Al-AIn (Abu-Dhabi, UAE) notably yielded similar objects.
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Tylos:
Crossroads of an International Trade (200 BC - 300 AD)

In the 3rd century BC, the islands of Bahrain, thereafter referred to as Tylos, became part of the emerging
Hellenistic empire. This new political hegemony provided an opportunity to regain contact with major
international trade. The former heart of the Dilmun culture remained a prosperous realm on the path of
trade to the north and witnessed an exceptional phase of prosperity under the tutelage of the Seleucid
Empire in the 3rd and 2nd centuries BC and later within the Characene kingdom.

The Hellenistic period and later Sassanid period witnessed a rather intricate commercial structure. The
expanding and changing configuration of the Hellenistic world instigated higher demands and ultimately
a greater influx of goods and velocity of contact between people from different cultures. The movement
of people and goods around the different cities within the Hellenistic world seeded the development of a
mega regional network of trade to satisfy those demands.

While copper trade was most prominent during the Dilmun period, Tylos engaged in different trade
staples and ventured into new routes. In particular, the inexhaustible demand for incense stipulated
the establishment of new routes oriented south-north. As this luxurious commodity was sourced in
Southern Arabia and Ethiopia, incense would be transported via Dhofar and Najran in the south, through
Qarayat al-Fau and Bahrain to Charax. Another key luxury commodity which established the wealth of
the Bahrain islands was the pearl. The exquisite pearl fisheries of Bahrain were widely renowned and
accounted for in Classical sources.

The archaeological record on the island confirms the complexity of Tylos’ trade network. From the early
Tylos period onwards, many shapes were inspired by Hellenistic traditions but other regional traditions
were also present. To name a few, stone vessels from Yemen, bone and ivory from the Indian Sub-
continent, glassware from the Eastern Mediterranean, Mesopotamia and Egypt, and jewellery from
various countries as remote as Bactria, were recovered essentially from burial contexts.
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Tylos Pottery

Although no pottery workshop installations have been attested to this date in Bahrain, the domestic
ware assemblages indicate a well-established local ceramic tradition on the island. Archaeological
excavations yielded a variety of local, regional and imported wares, hence reflecting the international
character of Tylos.

The early Tylos graves (38rd and 2nd centuries BC) yielded, in addition to the local plain-ware pottery,
large numbers of the so-called “Arab ceramics”; partly covered by a red slip, pattern-burnished, and
probably imported from Eastern Arabia (see Cat. no. 113-116) . Around the middle of the Tylos Period
(1st century B.C. to 1st century AD), pottery assemblages were characterised by an increasing number
of glazed Hellenistic pottery (see Cat. no. 50-56) in addition to the presence of few hard-fired grey ware
(see Cat. no. 59-60). The dearth of painted pottery in Bahrain is counterbalanced by the development of
a distinguished green glazed production, generally degraded in a golden or bronze patina, also present
in Kuwait (Failaka) and in the United Arab Emirates (Ed-Dur).



49. Black Glazed Fragment of a Base

Pottery

Qal’at al-Bahrain

Early Tylos, 3rd - 2nd cent. BC (?)
H:2 cm; D: 8 cm
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Glazed Pottery

Al-Hajjar Necropolis
Early-Middle Tylos, 1st cent. BC
H: 28.6 cm; D max.: 21 cm

The lagynos is a type of jugs that was characterised by its single handle and long neck. This
vessel was widely distributed in the Hellenistic Mediterranean and usually contained wine. Its
popularity in Bahrain indicates the long-distance trade relations of Tylos.
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51. Table Jar

Glazed Pottery

Saar Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent. AD
H: 8.7 cm; D: 7.8 cm
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52. Tripod Vase

Glazed Pottery

Saar Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st- 2nd cent. AD
H: 13.5 cm; D max.: 18.7 cm
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583. Jar with Zoomorphic Handle

Glazed pottery

Dar Kulayb Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st - 2nd cent. AD
H: 32.5 cm; D max.: 22 cm.



54. Table Jar

010.0¢E
Glazed Pottery anjo lad
Saar Necropolis Lo 6

Middle Tylos, 2nd cent. AD
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55. Fish-Plate

Glazed Pottery

Saar Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent. AD
H: 6.6 cm; D max.: 33.5cm
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57. Pilgrim Flask

Glazed Pottery

Saar Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent. AD
H: 18.4 cm; D max.: 14 cm
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59. Goblet

Hard-Fired Grey Pottery
Shakhura Necropolis

Late Tylos, 3rd cent. AD
H: 10.1 cm; D max.: 7.8 cm
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56. Kylix

Glazed Pottery
Shakhura Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st-2nd cent. AD

H: 11.4 cm; D max.: 12.9 cm
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58. Jug

Hard-Fired Grey Pottery
Madinat Hamad Necropolis
Late Tylos, 3rd cent. AD
H: 22.3 cm; D max.: 15.3 cm
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Tylos Metal Artefacts duiasoll yuqlli &hd
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60-61. Elements of a “Drinking -Set”
Filter-Bowl and Laddle

Bronze

Shakhura Necropolis
Middle Tylos, 1st cent. AD
H: 8.5 cm; D: 20.5 cm

L: 31.5; D. max: 6.6 cm

Strainer-bowls and ladles of various sizes were traditionally used during
the Hellenistic period for serving beverages that need to be filtered
before consumption (barley- or date-wine?).



dypanil yugLili Lilgl

Qpanil Ldloul delind dyajanllg dyjigull jgnstl \o doaainell AQualdil 6alo)l pag JIglall Al Jlesiwl jghj
83loll aunl $allg (rorolb laa aule @liny 621081 Ug) 6 UALYI CulAl (o Eoly Jatiwlg yugll 6416 p6 Busall
WVl o Aol degono Alpiwl pd wola JAdiy .o Joul Yy .o JoVl Upddl (s .uwelil Ylaw s dladoll
dAloo (o Lol o laule yie LAl el Ao (A4lito elasly Jaj duls Jaib ule 1)lgs) lngns Uodl Yo 81200l
Jloch Lolod aum ol A pan Alnll e (s dlite Ly 630 Uo Uipaul oo Ulal aldi oda tiilhg.do)a 8l YUis

Ayl opjall wgin



103

Stone Vessels

Chlorite and steatite, the traditional materials used in the Bronze and Iron ages in soft stone vessels gave
way in the Tylos period to a form of calcite of a creamy whitish colour, wrongly designated as “alabaster”
which became the preferred material for the people of Bahrain.

Between the 1st century BC. and the 1st century AD especially, numerous series of miniature
vessels of this type were imported from South-Arabia (present-day Yemen). They are exactly similar to
those found in the famous Necropolis of Timna or discovered at Hajar bin Humeid in the ancient kingdom
of Qataban. These were sometimes imitated in Bahrain in a veined, translucent stone so typical of
southern Arabian work.



62. Unguent Miniature Vessel

Banded calcite (“alabaster”)
Saar Necropolis

Middle Tylos, c. 1st cent. BC
H: 4.5 cm; D max: 5.5 cm
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63. Ungent Vase of Alabastron Type

Calcite (“alabaster”)

Saar Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent. AD
H: 11.6 cm; D max.:3.8 cm
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64. Twin-Shaped Unguent Vases

Banded Calcite (“alabaster”)

Shakhura Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent.BC - 1st cent. AD
H: 4.6 cm; L: 5.5 cm; D max.: 10.2 cm
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65. Footed Bowl 6201693 =leg N0
Banded Calcite (“alabaster”) J0)0
Shakhura Necropolis 6)galinl gdgo
Middle Tylos, 1st cent.BC - 1st cent. AD o Joll gl —r0.§ Jogll oyddl gl yugluli

H: 6.4 cm; D max.: 14.3 cm o 1€yl (rouw 1.€ :£las)ll
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Ivory and Bone Artefacts

The distinction between ivory and bone materials is not always easy to discern, as both were used to
make everyday objects (kohl tubes, boxes, combs, awls, spindles, whorls, occasionally figurines), which
were often placed in graves with the deceased during the Tylos period.

The ivory, of elephants or hippopotamus, is generally harder than bone and seems to be reserved for
the larger pieces of marquetry, as well as for the lathe-turned or hollowed objects such as cosmetic
cases or conical whorls. The material probably originates in the Indian sub-continent which evidently re-
established the contacts that were maintained during the Bronze Age with Bahrain.



66. Cosmetic Case

Ivory

Saar Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent.BC- 1st cent. AD
L: 9.9 cm; D max.: 1.7 cm
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67. Cosmetic Case Jioniwlgaléygils .V
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Ivory

Shakhura Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent. BC- 1st cent. AD
L: 11.4 cm; D max.: 1.7 cm



68. Set of 25 Spindle-Whorls

Ivory

Shakhura Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent.BC- 1st cent. AD
D:1t019cm; Th: 0.210 0.9 cm

Jjlo06)lgaro deqgono N

ale
8)gaLiul §8g0

o Joll upill —r0.§ Joll Yyl b pungll yuglali

o -9 @I - s Lowdl founs 1.9 g1 1 1yl




69. Cosmetic Box Inlays

Ivory

Shakhura Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent. BC- 1st cent. AD
Reconstituted box: H: 11.5 cm; W: 7 cm;
Fragments: H: 2 t0 7.6 cm; W: 1 cm; Th: 0.3 cm
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70. Figurine or Toy (?)

Bone

Shakhura Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent. BC- 1st cent. AD
H: 175 cm; W: 4 cm; Th: 6 cm

This figurine had probably articulated arms
made of perishable material. It was found in
the grave of an adolescent female.
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71-72. Spindles Jjlko Vr=Vi

Bone or Ivory ale gl pac
Saar Necropolis Jlw 8judo
Middle Tylos, 1st cent. BC - 1st cent. AD o Joll gl —r0.§ Jogll yddl gl yugluli
H: 24 cm; D max.: 0.9 cm o -9 3l (oun ME:ELas5))
H: 20.6 cm; Th: 0.6 cm rouw -7 ;84 Lowud| frouw 1.7 : L)
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Tylos Gold and Jewellery

Under the influence of the Hellenistic cultures, fine jewellery was highly prized by the inhabitants of Tylos
who also buried their dead with precious adornments.

This trend reflects the general drop of the gold rate from the end of the 4th century BC, and possibly the
privileged access of Bahrain to the gold mines of Western Arabia and the mysterious “Land of Ophyr”.

With the exception of some pieces imported from Parthian Mesopotamia, Lagid Egypt and perhaps
Bactria (Afghanistan/Central Asia), most of the jewellery was probably made by Bahraini craftsmen who
had access to various materials made available by the Bahrain’s importance on trade routes. Most of the
precious stones such as carnelian, agate and onyx originated from Indian territories which had significant
trade links with Tylos. Use of the natural and exquisite pearls of Bahrain would have added a local element
resulting in thedistinguished jewellery production of the Bahraini islands.



73. Ring with a Cameo

Gold. Fine Stone

Shakhura Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent.BC - 1st cent. AD
H: 2.55 cm; D max.: 2.2 cm.

Cameo:

H: 1.2 cm; W: 0.9 cm

The cameo depicts a male head with a band around
the forehead. This ring was recovered in a woman’s
grave which also yielded Cat. No. 69, 75, 77, 80
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74. Bezel-Ring il Ve
Gold, Fine Stone

Saar Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent.BC - 1st cent. AD
H:2.4 cm; W: 21 cm
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75. Pair of Earrings

Gold

Shakhura Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent.BC - 1st cent. AD
D max.: 2.2 cm; Th: 0.32 cm
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76. Pair of Earrings with Rattles

Gold and Fine Stones

Shakhura Necropolis

Early-Middle Tylos, c. end of 2nd - 1st cent. BC
L: 8 cm

The theme of Eros, here riding a goat, was particularly popular in the
Hellenistic world from the 3rd century BC onwards. These exceptional and
finely crafted earrings display exquisite tiny details (fur of the goat, small
wings of Eros, etc.). The presence of precious coloured stones shows the
taste for polychromy that appears in Eastern jewellery from the Parthian
period onwards. These earrings recall some artefacts from Bactria
(Afghanistan), the probable origin of these earrings.
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77. Necklace A6c.VV

6)galindl 680
- Joll gyl —r0.§ Joll Yyl b pungll yuglali
roaw LE :jpall vilbia Job trouw M€ o Jghll

Gold, Agate, Rock Crystal and Amethyst
Shakhura Necropolis

Early-Middle Tylos,c. end

of 2nd - 1st cent. BC

L: 24 cm ; L. granulated beads: 1.4 cm




78. Necklace A6ce VA

Carnelian, Rock Crystal, Pearl and Glass Paste elaj daac (§9) (5)am yody Joal Gadic
Shakhura Necropolis 6)galiindl 8jadio
Middle Tylos, 1st cent. BC - 1st cent. AD o Joll gl —r0.§ Jogll il gl yugluli
L:24.5cm rouw €0 Jghall

This fragmentary necklace features a fine baroque pearl that has been carved into a pendant in 2gbic JAui ode ddl o dula YgAail laing pd odll 6 Aaledl (Ahgyul QLI diny 8linoll 63M 81 0Aa jlob)
the shape of a bunch of grapes. This must be the type of jewellery that was made locally by the gl o Ol s (o Ul &l ULA Sl Wlkagaoll Egiga 13 Ul aadoll (og Lic
artisans of Tylos.




79. Necklace 16c.V9

Mosaic Glass, Frit, Coral and Pearls 8§ an 8ja plajdldigac
Saar Necropolis Jlw 8o
Middle Tylos, 1st cent. BC- 1st cent. AD o Joll oyl — 0.9 Jo¥l sl gl yugluli
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80. Necklace Ade A

Carnelian, Banded Agate do)4 lanl (Gadc
Shakhura Necropolis 6)galiindl 8jadio
Middle Tylos, 1st cent.BC- 1st cent. AD o Joll ¢yl = 0.8 JoVl oyl b sangdl yugluli
L: 56.5 cm; L. beads: 1 to 7 cm roun V gJl 1 1jpall Yo troaw 0.0 3 Jghll

The special nature of this piece of jewellery lies in the shape and size of its long tapered beads Vg (rouw V g 0 (1w Lo @911ii) Lo ang duin ol dlyglall Laviljia JAuin uliagaoll (o dslndlloda jioii
(between 5 and 7 cm) which are similar to present day productions from the Indian Sub- JoUlaa iy Lo el Ay Lo 83910 Lo LI iy ial 6)L8Jl A (b rogl Anlil] rody Lo Auisi

continent, the region from where they were undoubtedly imported. This clearly shows that the datii v — Jliodl Jiw ule — Wljlage oulsd] (o Ugro 1ol lauwjloy ol gud =)l Cing duidi Ol eguagy
remarkable carnelian carving technique practiced by today’s craftmen of Gujarat, for example, : i ol (o 1inl agey 11161
are the result of a tradition that goes back more than two thousand years. )
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Tylos Glassware

Mainly imported from Mesopotamia, the Eastern Mediterranean, Egypt, or even ltaly, Tylos glassware
belongs to well-known prototypes dated between the 2nd century BC and the 4th century AD and are
considered to be important dating clues for the Bahraini graves. The vessels show different techniques
of Hellenistic-Roman glassware production, mainly core-forming where molten glass is poured around
a core of sand or clay, or into a mould, and by blowing into a mould or by free-blowing. The latter was
the easiest and most popular technique used until the end of the 4th century AD.

Apart from some large drinking vessels, most of the Tylos glassware consists of perfume bottles and
small flasks. Some of the vessels might have contained specific liquids that were used during the
burial ritual.



81. Amphoriskos

Core-Formed Glass

Shakhura Necropolis
Early-MiddleTylos, c. 1st cent. BC
H: 14.2 cm; D max.: 5.8 cm

Two examples of this well known type of glass vessel were
found in two tombs at Shakhura Necropolis. Probably of
Syro-Palestinian manufacture, they are copies of the Aegean
Hellenistic wine amphorae, and they were widely diffused in
the Hellenistic Near-East, including the Arabian Gulf region.
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82. Bowl cleg . Ar
Moulded Glass Wlgdl dyisi alaj
Abu Saybi Necropolis &gyl 6jaéo
Middle Tylos,mid-1st cent. A.D .o JoUl ol gl yugloli
H: 4 cm; D max.: 15.5 cm ww 0.0 yhll o € .glasyll

Only two bowils of this type were found in Bahrain.
This specific type, also found at Ed-Dur site (UAE),
can be dated with precision by comparison to
similar types found in the excavations of Pompei
and Herculanum (ltaly).
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84. Perfume Flask with Moulded Decoration

Mould-Blown Glass
Shakhura Necropolis
Middle Tylos, 1st cent. AD
H: 8 cm; D max.: 3.7 cm

This small bottle is a traditional Syro-Palestinian
production. It features alternate patterns of
grenadines, grapes, apples and a woman’s face (?).
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86. Perfume Flask

Free-Blown Glass

Saar Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent. AD
H: 7.3 cm; D max.: 5.7 cm
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83. Baby’s Bottle

Free-Blown Glass

Saar Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent. AD
H: 6.6 cm; D max.: 5 cm
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85. Amphoriskos

Free-Blown Glass
Shakhura Necropolis
Middle Tylos, 1st cent. AD
H: 5.5 cm; D max.: 4.3 cm
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87. Perfume Flask

Free-Blown Glass

Madinat Hamad Necropolis
Middle Tylos, 1st cent. AD
H: 6.7 cm; D max.: 51 cm
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88. Aryballos

Free-Blown Glass

Abu Ashira Necropolis
Middle Tylos, 1st cent. AD
H: 8.4 cm; D max.: 7.8 cm
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90. Flask

Free-Blown Glass

Saar Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st - 2nd cent. AD
H: 9.2 cm; D max.: 10.5 cm
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92. Perfume Flask

Free-blown Glass

Madinat Hamad Necropolis
Middle Tylos, 1st- 2nd cent. AD
H: 1.1 cm; D max: 6.4 cm
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89. Date-Shaped Perfume Flask

Mould-Blown Glass

Saar

Middle Tylos, 1st cent. AD
H: 6 cm; D: 3.2 cm

This particular type of flask originates in
the Syro-Palestinian region.
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91. Miniature Perfume Flask

Free-blown Glass

Saar Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st - 2nd cent. AD
H: 6.2 cm; D. max: 3 cm
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94. Perfume Flask

Core-Formed Glass

Saar Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st - 2nd cent. AD
H: 7.2 cm; D max.: 41 cm
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96. Miniature Perfume Flask

Free-Blown Glass

Saar Necropolis

Late Tylos, 3rd/4th cent. AD
H: 4.4 cm; D max.: 3.9 cm
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93. Goblet

Free-Blown Glass

Shakhura Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st - 2nd cent. AD
H: 12.4 cm; D max: 10 cm
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95. Miniature Perfume Flask

Free-Blown Glass

Saar Necropolis

Late Tylos, 3rd/4th cent. AD
H: 4.3 cm; D max: 4 cm
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97. Goblet

Free-Blown Glass

Saar Necropolis

Late Tylos, 3rd cent. AD
H: 21.7 cm; D max.: 8 cm
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Beyond Trade Influences:
a Unique Insular Culture

The existence of Dilmun on major lines of communication was the main reason for its existence as a
political entity. Trade was a way of life in Dilmun and naturally dictated its socio-cultural development.
Towards the end of the 3rd millennium BC, the socio-political organisation in Dilmun underwent
fundamental transformations evident in the material record as well as in the establishment of a palatial
and defensive architecture in its capital, and the development of specific burial customs.

As Dilmun was a vital market and a port of transit, the influx of goods from varied origins and people
from different traditions or languages created a multicultural setting that characterised the island for
millennia. Cultural interactions, nurtured thanks to this continuous flow of new material and exotic
experiences, evidently played an important role in shaping the socio-cultural development on the island.
Dilmun’s economic prominence resulted in internal power struggles amongst elites for control over the
trade market. This social competition stimulated the circulation of a diverse set of exotic and luxurious
material. A patterning that was further intensified in the Tylos period as the island became part of the
overarching cultural realm of the Hellenistic world.

Despite the significant use of imported material, the island equally developed very distinctive local socio-
cultural components clearly manifested in material culture. The emergence of particular locally produced
burial jars at a time when Dilmun was at its economic apogee (2000-1800 BC) is culturally specific.
These vessels were recovered in the same contexts along with imported material. In addition to the
abundant usage of seals made from the shell of local sea-snails, the distinctive iconography of the 2nd
millennium BC stamp-seal is yet another indication of grounded local traditions. The depictions on the
“Dilmun Seals” are to a great extent a local adaption of foreign figurative repertoire.

Dilmun’s grounded local culture was maintained and strongly expressed in burial contexts in Tylos.
The funerary figurative stele of the 2nd and 3rd centuries AD feature strong local stylistic influences,
indicating the local inhabitants’ socio-cultural orientations in a world characterised by its fluctuating
cultural boundaries and strong attempts for acculturation.

Since its foundation, the island of Bahrain has always been a meeting place and a vital centre for
exchange. From Dilmun to Tylos, through the different historical eras, Bahrain produced an original
culture; a unique way of life marked by Bahrain’s insular identity.
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Local Productions from Dilmun and Tylos:
Between Resistance and Adaptations

The examination of the significant pottery material recovered in the Early Dilmun burial mounds and in the
settlements (Qal’at al-Bahrain and Saar) from Bahrain does not allow for a clear distinction between local
production and imports. Nevertheless, it appears that the great majority of domestic vessels (cooking
pots, portable jars, storage jars etc.) mostly recovered in the settlements, but sometimes also found
in the graves, are local productions. Some of the vessels display very characteristic features like the
ridged body, inserted strainers, particular yellowish or purple coloured slips. Notably, the Dilmun potters
used a kind of local clay mixed with scraps of limestone which exploded during the firing, resulting
in a unique finishing of the vessels’ surface. This particular ware, used until the late Dilmun period, is
commonly referred to as “Barbar Ware” in reference to the site where it was first identified. It allows to
easily recognise the local pottery vases which were sometimes exported to the Magan area (UAE and
Oman) amongst others.



98. Jar with a Strainer

Pottery

Saar Necropolis

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 28.4 cm D max.:26.2 cm
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99. Basket Remains

Bitumen

Saar Necropolis

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 11.5 cm; W: 13 cm

Small “baskets” or receptacles woven in palm leaves
and coated both sides with a layer of bitumen - to
become waterproof - are also frequently found in

the Dilmun graves. This is a typical finding from
Bahrain that was generally produced locally, using

a Mesopotamian (Hit Area) or Iranian bitumen, both
easily available through the transit trade.
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100-101. Ritual Beakers

Pottery

Barbar Temple la

Early Dilmun, c. 2000 BC
H: 12 cm; D max.: 8.8 cm
H: 12 cm; D max.: 7.5 cm

Around a hundred similar beakers were found on the
foundation floor of Temple la at the site of Barbar. Made
out of the characteristic local clay with “white exploding
grits”, these finds constitute one of the most emblematic
discoveries of the Early Dilmun period.
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102. Ostrich Egg

Egg Shell

Madinat Hamad Necropolis
Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 13.5 cm; D. max:12 cm

Ostrich egg shells are common in burial deposits in Bahrain. They are all
hollowed at the top, and generally display geometrical patterns painted in
afaded red to light brown colour. This traditional local offering of the Early
Dilmun culture might have been part of the funerary meals (?). It might have
also contained a sort of liquid deposited with the deceased and considered
necessary for his journey to the afterlife. The Ostrich was common in Bahrain
and in the Arabian Peninsula during antiquity.
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1083-105. Cylindrical Burial Jars

Pottery

Madinat Hamad and A’ali Necropoleis
Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC

H: 21.5 cm; D max.: 13.3 cm

H: 19.5 cm; D. max.: 13.8 cm

H: 16; D. max: 10,2 cm

These particular containers represent the most common type of burial offering in Bahrain,
yet also occasionally found in residential contexts. Similarly to the famed circular Dilmun
stamp-seal, these burial jars are considered a typical Early Dilmun culture find. The “Dilmun
burial jars” were exported as far away as Sumer and were mainly very popular in the south
of the Arabian Gulf- present day UAE (Shimal, Kalba, Tell Abraq). The vessel shape slightly
changed between 2000 and 1800 BC. It is very likely that the jars contained a special liquid
reserved for burial rites.



106. Necklace

Various Shells

A’ali and Madinat Hamad Necropoleis
Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
L:c.38 cm




107. Necklace

Various Shells

A’ali and Madinat Hamad Necropoleis
Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC

L: 94 cm

Along with the more elaborate and probably costly fine ornaments made out of imported
material and precious stones (carnelian, onyx, agate, lapis-lazuli, gold or copper), a local
jewellery production developed in Bahrain. These unsophisticated necklaces were made out of
local shells from the Arabian Gulf and were perhaps assembled for a less privileged segment of
the Dilmun society.
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108. Painted Suspension Jar

Pottery

Saar Necropolis

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 23.3 cm; D max.:13.5 cm

This outstanding and unique vessel is distinguished by its
Mesopotamian inspired shape, its grooved neck that recalls
the traditional “Dilmun burial jar” (see Cat. no. 103 - 105) and
its typical Indo-Iranian decoration. This eclectic style is clearly
a synthesis of the diverse technical and artistic influences to
which the island of Bahrain was exposed to at that time.
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Local Glyptic and Pottery Traditions

Besides the standardised production of soft-stone stamp-seal featuring an intricate iconography, other
local traditions developed in Bahrain during the Early Dilmun period. Numerous seals of broadly similar
shape and carved from the apex of a shell (of the Conidae family) were widely recovered in graves and
settlements. They usually display a less elaborate decoration and can be considered a popular element
of Bahrain’s local material culture.

It remains unclear why the Dilmun merchants have chosen the stamp-seal technique to authenticate their
trading operations. This could be linked to the fact that they might have used a special, and perishable,
support for their written records which was unfortunately never found in the archaeological records.
The presence of few cylinder-seals, a traditional tool in the Syro-Mesopotamian area, is also attested
on the Bahrain island. They were possibly used on the clay tablets of their Sumerian partners. Some of
these cylinder seals display a traditional Early Dilmun iconography (Cat. no. 111), others illustrate more
complex scenes, which are difficult to interpret (Cat. no. 112). Interestingly, the latter reveal s four dotted
circles on one of its round sides - a typical feature of the traditional Dilmun stamp-seals. This element is
rather a clear indication of the local production of these cylinder-seals.

Several of these vessels are easily recognisable by their distinctive decoration, made of pattern-burnished
radial marks, applied to a typical thick red slip (Cat no. 113-114). Other ones reveal a particular geometric,
reddish/brown decoration, applied on a yellow slip (Cat no. 115 - 116). These incense-burners are clearly
associated with a regional, pre-Hellenistic tradition, and are commonly found along the North-Eastern
coast of Saudi Arabia. Smaller numbers were found in the UAE and in greater quantities in Bahrain in
Early Tylos Period contexts (300-100 BC), and sometimes contexts later dates. The presence of similar
artefacts clearly reveals a strong manifestation of the local cultural elements facing the massive arrival of
new pottery traditions during the Hellenistic period.



109. Stamp-Seal

Shell

Buri Necropolis

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 1.5 cm; D: 3.9 cm.
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110. Stamp-Seal

Shell

Madinat Isa Necropolis

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 1.6 cm; D: 3.2 cm.
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111. Cylinder-Seal

Chlorite

Saar Settlement

Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
H: 3.05 cm; D max.: 1.76 cm
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112. Cylinder-Seal

Chlorite

Madinat Hamad Necropolis
Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC
D: 1.8 cm; L: 3cm
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113-114. Plate and Small Jar
in the “Arabian Tradition”

Pottery

Saar

Early-Middle Tylos, c. 2nd - 1st cent. BC
H: 4.5; D: 11.4 cm

H: 12.5; D. max 13 cm
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115. Basket-Shaped Vessel (LA hod) dopAjo dluw llo
in the “Arabian Tradition” .

Jlag
Painted Pottery 8)gaLil 6480
Shakhura Necropolis o Joll gl —0.§ JoVl oyl b sangdl yugluli
Middle Tylos, 1st cent BC - 1st cent. AD o 0 A Losudl foun 1.9 o Jgbadl roun A.9 £ L5V

H: 8.9 cm; L: 10.9 cm; Th: 5 cm






167

(VA no)) Ao1Ajo 61A10.1N

JLEX]

200 &iyao 8o

e Joll ypill - .r0.§ Joll ypill b yungll yuglyli
o A ol oun . g Lai)Ul

116. Incense-Burner in the “Arabian Tradition”

Painted Pottery

Madinat Hamad Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent BC - 1st cent. AD
H: 20 cm; D max.: 8 cm
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Burial Traditions during the Tylos Period

The numerous Tylos cemeteries, generally located in a different location from the previous Dilmun mound-
fields, were mostly discovered intact and exceptionally well preserved. In the scarcity of settlements
from this period, our understanding of the prevailing socio-cultural setting from the end of the 2nd cent.
BC to the 3rd cent. AD relies almost exclusively on funerary material. The recovered material clearly
reveals the meticulous care given to the deceased, and the intricate local funerary traditions, which were
apparently exclusive to the island of Bahrain (at the exception, perhaps, of the neighbouring Eastern
Province of Saudi Arabia).



117. Circular Relief Featuring a A3l blpo) Ay s IV
Mourner Pulling Her Hair

Uglo yuua
Moulded Plaster, Painted Jlw a0
Saar Necropolis 0.8 Jol ppl b gl yugloli
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D max.: 13.6 cm; Th: 3.4 cm
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118. Figurine of a Mourner

Moulded Plaster, Painted
Shakhura Necropolis

Middle Tylos, c. 1st cent BC
H: 26 cm; W: 6 cm; Th: 3.5 cm

Placing figurines of “wailing women” or
mourners, crudely made out of plaster, in

the graves have apparently constituted an
important component of the burial ritual in
Tylos, over a long period of time. They are
usually represented in full length, dressed in a
kind of long chiton pulled in at the waist, and
with their hands clinging to their long hair, in a
gesture of profound lament. A variant, in the
shape of a circular-shaped relief, limits this
typical representation to a dishevelled female
bust. These original painted figurines, only
known from Bahrain, were undoubtedly the
products of local and popular craftsmen.

i

An5U 6lpo] auuny Jliod I

Oglo yua

Bygalidl 6jud0

10:6 Joll 0yl Ayl puglyls

roaw F.0 44 Lol (oun I :ya =l (ouw M gLy U1

il o dcgiaoll Gblaill Juilos 659 Jios
95 58 (9l ugBla o Lomo 2 joadll Sl
Gaieg) e huued poyedy @8 guiio Goayailg pasll
ol (o golall ejall smba 13l g ol @0LalL
Usiloidl oam yl 2880ll (rog ylaall o alydl gl
B3 ain gl §9 hid wang Gl &igloll
Ur9s=0 a8y 2y gle yuglli






173

o0 doill.Ig

wuma

Saindiollg janll jylido

10 JsUl 0l 0.6 Jgl il b gl g luls
oaw LA :yap=ll (oan V.o gl

o 1.9 :ya =]l (oun V.€ 4 Jghall

roaw .0 ;=] oun 1. 3 JghaJl

119. Burial Mouth-Bands

Gold

Al-Hajjar and Al-Magsha Necropoleis
Middle Tylos, 1st cent BC - 1st cent. AD
L: 72 cm ; W max.: 1.8 cm

L: 7.4 cm ; W max: 1.9 cm

L: 6.6 cm; W max 2.5 cm
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120. Burial Eye-Band

Gold

Al-Maqgsha Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent BC - 1st cent. AD
L: 11.2; I. max: 3.5 cm

Following a common Hellenistic and later Roman tradition,
which was largely adapted on the Bahrain island, the eyes
and the mouth of the deceased were often covered with
gold bands, maintained by a metallic or an organic string.
The eye band from Al-Magsha is unique in Bahrain.
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121. Burial Diadem (reconstituted)

Gold

Al-Magsha Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent BC - 1st cent. AD
D:c.13cm

These leaf-shaped fragments of gold foil were found around the
upper part of the skeleton cranium, and undoubtedly belong

to a funerary wreath. Several of these elements show traces of
a reddish adhesive at the back. Given that no gold string was
found in this grave, it is assumed that an organic band or tress
made from palm leaves tied them together. This is clearly a local
adaptation of a Hellenistic traditional burial tradition.



122. Figurative Disc Applied
to Clothing (?)

Gold

Shakhura Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent BC - 1st cent. AD
D max: 1.3 cm; Th: 0.1 cm

(@) o)l (il dshs .Irr

uma

5)92'[4“'5”.10_ )

1o U9Vl Gl 0.8 JoUl Gl i puagll gyl
oaw -+ @4 Loul ouw LF 3ol



179

123. Figurative Disc Applied (&) uloll (jil dsen b e

to Clothing (?) )

(WL, %
Gold &asa gl 6)a80
Abu Saiba Necropolis o Joll ypidl- 0.8 JoUl il i ungll yugloli
Middle Tylos, 1st cent BC - 1st cent. AD o €1 :pa =]l (oaw 0. glas)Vl

H: 5.3 cm; W: 41 cm
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124. Figurative Disc Applied to Clothing (?)

Gold

Shakhura Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent BC - 1st cent. AD
D max.: 3.2 cm; Th: 0.1 cm

The particular care given to preserve the identity of

the deceased visibly increased over the successive
phases of the Tylos period. These figurative discs were
probably attached to the clothing or the shroud of the
grave occupant and can be almost considered as small
(realistic?) personal portraits. Such practice is apparently
limited to the Bahrain Island.
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Tylos Sculpture

The surge of figurative art in the Tylos period, as opposed to a scarcity in human representations in the
round from the Dilmun period, developed as a result of contacts with the Hellenistic and later Parthian
cultures. In addition to clay figurines and stone sculptures, the craftsmen of Tylos have without a doubt
excelled funerary sculpture.

The significant number of funerary steles found on the island obviously reflects a systematic desire
on the part of the inhabitants of Tylos for self-representation. It was common practice to place steles,
representing the deceased (Cat no. 125-132), near the grave or gathered in a type of small enclosure
within the graveyard. In the Early Tylos period (2nd cent BC - 1st cent AD), a simple anthropomorphic
stele - nephesh (“breath” in Aramaic), featuring a simple human shape evoking the soul of the deceased
was introduced. In some instances, the steles bear a Greek inscription which provides a very accurate
dating clue. Over time, the nephesh-steles gave way to more elaborate representations in which the
figures of both sexes appear in full face, in a praying posture, with the right hand raised and the palm
facing forwards. The simple local nephesh seems to have gradually “humanized” after the first century
AD as a result of the contacts with other regional artistic traditions. The new steles, often depicting a
more accurate image of the deceased, recall the Parthian artistic tradition of the 2nd and 3rd centuries
AD in Mesopotamia (Hatra), Iran (Elymais) and Palmyra. An intermediary group, where the hair, the
facial features and the arms gradually take shape, was specific to Bahrain. This local sculpture tradition
reflects the multicultural character of the island of Bahrain and its role as an artistic hub.



125. Burial Stele in the “Nephesh”-Style

Limestone

Abu Saiba Necropolis

Middle Tylos, 1st cent BC - 1st cent. AD
H: 20 cm; W: 15 cm: Th: 5cm
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126. Burial Stele in the “Nephesh”-Style uinei — €qigo islin aalb.IN
Limestone G D
Shakhura Necropolis 6)galiindl 8jadio
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127. Burial Stele in the “Nephesh’-style with Greek Inscription

Limestone

Shakhura Necropolis
Early Tylos, 2nd cent. BC
H: 69.5 cm; W: 15.5 cm

The presence of a Greek inscription on few “nephesh” steles provide a clear dating tool. Some
foreigners, visibly expatriated on the island, used local burial traditions. The stele (Cat. no. 127)
was erected at the memory of a Greek speaking person who lived and died in Bahrain:

(text)

‘Abidistaras, son of Abdaios,
captain (of vessel) ...
farewell’

This stele thus clearly identifies a person bearing a name which could originate from Phoenicia
or Babylonia. His occupation, captain of a boat, is directly associated with the international
trade between Bahrain and the North (the Characene kingdom, probably).
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128. Bust in the “Nephesh™-Style Ul — Eqilo paniJlod Iri

Limestone SEYET
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129. Statue Bust veniJloi.Ira
Limestone GHR )R
Al-Hajjar Necropolis Janll6pudo
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Middle-Late Tylos, 2nd - 3rd cent. AD
H: 74.5 cm; W: 37.5 cm; Th: 15 cm

This bust carved in the round was discovered

side by side wilth another similar bust inside spled hyno g wad geaill Yol lim gle yic
arectangular ritual enclosure. Traces of a @l i (liod e pieg 289 .auuo Juaiuo
reddish paint can be detected. Joal dua Ul aude At Ed g aia



130-131. Burial Male Statuettes
in the Orans Position

Limestone

Shakhura

Middle/Late Tylos, 2nd - 3rd cent. AD
H: 45 cm; W: 18 cm; Th: 9 cm

H: 36 cm; W: 15 cm: Th: 10 cm

These statuettes, found together in a ritual
enclosure within a Tylos cemetery, illustrate
the ultimate development of burial figurative
representations, here carved in the round.
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132. Burial Stele in the Figurative Style

Limestone

Shakhura Necropolis

Middle/Late Tylos, 2nd - 3rd cent. AD
H: 46 cm; W: 39 cm; Th: 15 cm

This burial stele is one of the most expressive found

in Bahrain. It features an elegant woman, in the orans
position, and displaying all of her jewellery. It indicates how
the Tylos sculptors were able to adapt locally the artistic
traditions of far remote areas such as Palmyra, in this case.
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Bahrain and Sharjah:
Longstanding Trade Connections

The exhibition “Ancient Bahrain: The Power of Trade” provides an opportunity to shed the light on the
cultural and trading contacts between Bahrain and the Emirate of Sharjah, during the Bronze Age, Iran
Age as well as during the Tylos (Hellenistic) period.

During the Bronze Age, strong relationships were established between Dilmun and Magan as
documented in the Mesopotamian texts. The latter indicate the importance of copper trade, in particular,
with recurrent references to the Hajjar Mountains, a major resource that was highly sought after by the
temples workshops, palaces and metalworking establishments of Babylonia.

There was probably a continuous competition between the merchants and sailors of Dilmun and Magan
to access this precious and highly demanded raw material and transport it by maritime routes. In fact,
during the last quarter of the 3rd millennium BC, the boats of Magan and Dilmun shared somehow a
similar status in the harbours of Ur, Agade or Lagash. This situation changed for the benefit of Magan
during the reigns of the Ur lll kings. From c. 2000 BC, however, Diimun appears as the only partner
mentioned in the historical records, which probably reflects the development of a huge economic and
trading platform of redistribution in Bahrain.

The archaeological excavations at various sites in Sharjah, and the UAE in general, revealed some
artefacts that are clearly identified as Dilmun imports. The main ones were recovered at the site of Tell
Abrag, a major settlement situated on the western coastal plain of the UAE, not far from the Arabian
Gulf coast. Tell Abraqg notably yielded a collective burial structure in the Umm an-Nar tradition. Several
objects were clearly imported from Bahrain, including several specimens of the famous “Dilmun burial
jar” (see Cat. no. 103-105, and 133), made from the characteristic Bahrain clay of Barbar type, as well as
examples of the more common Dilmun productions (see Cat. no. 134). Some of these jars show evident
traces of re-use, which highlight their local value. A stamp-seal of “Arabian Gulf type”, made of ivory, also
originates from Bahrain.

Moreover, a stamp-seal made of chlorite constitutes a main Dilmun import discovered at Djebel Buhais
(grave BHS 3), another important archaeological site of Sharjah. This “Dilmun type” seal displays a purely
geometric iconography (see Cat. no. 135). Additional fragments of Dilmun ceramics (cylindrical “burial-
jar”)were also found in Kalba, a site in the vicinity of the well-known copper mines of Wadi Helu.

No artefact that could be associated with the Late Diimun phase in Bahrain was evidenced in Sharjah or
anywhere else in the UAE. This observation is in strong contrast with the significant amount of Iron Age
soft-stone vessels, painted pottery, and stone seals imported from the Oman peninsula found in Bahrain
(see Cat. no. 41, 43-48).

As far as the Tylos period is concerned, it is almost impossible to trace clear imports from Bahrain.
A sheer number of artefacts deposited in “Hellenistic” graves - (in Dibba, for example) - reveal strong
similarities with glass flasks, ivory objects, and precious stone beads excavated in the Bahrain
contemporary necropoleis. However, such comparisons rather reflect the large distribution of these
Hellenistic productions in the Arabian Gulf area.



133-134. Burial Jars

Pottery

Tell Abraq (Sharjah, UAE)

Early Dilmun, c. 2000 BC

H: 13 cm; opening diam.: 9 cm
H: 10 cm; opening diam.: 6.5cm
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135. Stamp-Seal in the Dilmun Tradition WwJgolada IFo
Chlorite wglygls
Jebel al-Buhais, Sharjah (UAE) (83250l dyyy=dl wljloll &8 Lid) yasaJl Jus
Early Dilmun, c. 2000-1800 BC @A =T 83810l Hgola
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