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Three fields of excavation were opened during KMAP’s inaugural season of excavation in 2014. Two of these fields 
formed the focus of efforts during the 2016 and 2017 seasons. In Field C West, the discovery of a miqveh prompted 
further work, uncovering a number of plaster and bedrock installations, which may support the hypothesis that, during 
the Hellenistic period, the site was used primarily for agricultural and ritual purposes. In Field B, excavations allowed us 
to determine an Iron Age foundation date for the defensive architecture in this area. This fortification system was reused 
briefly in the Hellenistic period; however, during this period, Field B was used primarily for ritual activities that involved 
the placing and subsequent burying of a number of cooking vessels. 
The presence of the miqveh coupled with the contemporary cooking pot deposits indicates that, during the Hellenistic 
period, the ancient town of Nebo was the focus of a distinct set of ritual activities that appear to be unique to this site. 
 
 
HOUSES OF NABATAEAN AND ROMAN ERAS AT DHARIH AND ELSEWHERE 
 
Pauline Piraud-Fournet  
(Ifpo and Mission archéologique franco-jordanienne de Dharih) 
 
The excavations conducted on the archaeological site of Dharih (Jordan) between 1984 and 2007, under the direction of 
F. Villeneuve and Z. al-Muheisen, revealed a large sanctuary built on the Nabataean and Roman times, a village and 
various facilities probably related to the maintenance of the sanctuary, a necropolis. Two houses were discovered, V1 at 
the north end of the village and V12 at the south end. New excavations carried out over the past few years on the large 
house V1 highlighted news factilities such as walls with stone thoughs for a hypothetical stable and a bathroom; they will 
be presented during this communication. These researches on the two houses V1 and V12 allow us to put forward two 
synthesis: one regarding the dwelling at Dharih and one more ambitious regarding the domestic architecture from the 
Nabataean and Roman eras between Negev and Southern Syria. 
 
 
NEW ARCHITECTURAL STUDY ON THE TEMPLE AREA (PETRA) 
 
Thibaud Fournet 
(CNRS / Ifpo / Mission archéologique française à Pétra), thibauf.fournet@gmail.com 
 
François Renel 
(INRAP/ UMR 7041 / Mission archéologique française à Pétra), francois.renel@inrap.fr  
 
The works carried out since 1999 by the French archaeological mission in Petra on the temenos of the Qasr al-Bint were 
complemented by a renew architectural analysis, allowed by the excavation of a peristyle building, located east of the 
temple (1999-2014), and the exposure of the monumental staircase of the temple itself (2015-2018). The paper integrates 
both the archaeological evidence and the architectural analysis of the excavated structures, presenting a revised 
reconstruction of the area during the Nabataean and Roman periods. We will first discuss the spectacular refurbishing of 
the monumental stairs with white marble in the second c. AD, displaying a rather original design; we will then develop 
hypothesis and reconstruction drawing concerning the second construction, a luxury Nabataean two stories building. It 
was centred on a courtyard surrounded by a Doric portico, supporting a Corinthian gallery at the upper level, with screen 
walls adorned with colonette. Beside this sophisticated courtyard, the monumental gate of the building, with imbricated 
Nabataean and Corinthian orders, was studied, revealing two main successive construction stages. New perspectives are 
light out with those discoveries and enrich the debate about its function within the Qasr al-Bint complex. 
 
Keywords: Petra, Architecture, Temple, Nabataean, Roman 
 
 
THE AYYUBID QĀʿAT AL-NĀṢIRI IN KERAK CASTLE: ARCHAEOLOGICAL ANALYSIS AND HISTORICAL CONTEXTUALIZATION 
OF A MIDDLE ISLAMIC PALACE (13TH CENTURY) 
 
Lorenzo Fragai 
Rome “La Sapienza”, ‘Medieval’ Petra Italian Archaeological Mission, lfragai@alice.it  
 
Starting from the late 12th century, the palace “theme” was replicated throughout Bilād al-Shām and also in Transjordan 
where appeared after 1188 in the major fortified centers of the region: Kerak, Shawbak, ʿAjlūn and Hesban. Exactly in 
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Three fields of excavation were opened during KMAP’s inaugural season of excavation in 2014. Two of these fields 
formed the focus of efforts during the 2016 and 2017 seasons. In Field C West, the discovery of a miqveh prompted 
further work, uncovering a number of plaster and bedrock installations, which may support the hypothesis that, during 
the Hellenistic period, the site was used primarily for agricultural and ritual purposes. In Field B, excavations allowed us 
to determine an Iron Age foundation date for the defensive architecture in this area. This fortification system was reused 
briefly in the Hellenistic period; however, during this period, Field B was used primarily for ritual activities that involved 
the placing and subsequent burying of a number of cooking vessels. 
The presence of the miqveh coupled with the contemporary cooking pot deposits indicates that, during the Hellenistic 
period, the ancient town of Nebo was the focus of a distinct set of ritual activities that appear to be unique to this site. 
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The excavations conducted on the archaeological site of Dharih (Jordan) between 1984 and 2007, under the direction of 
F. Villeneuve and Z. al-Muheisen, revealed a large sanctuary built on the Nabataean and Roman times, a village and 
various facilities probably related to the maintenance of the sanctuary, a necropolis. Two houses were discovered, V1 at 
the north end of the village and V12 at the south end. New excavations carried out over the past few years on the large 
house V1 highlighted news factilities such as walls with stone thoughs for a hypothetical stable and a bathroom; they will 
be presented during this communication. These researches on the two houses V1 and V12 allow us to put forward two 
synthesis: one regarding the dwelling at Dharih and one more ambitious regarding the domestic architecture from the 
Nabataean and Roman eras between Negev and Southern Syria. 
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The works carried out since 1999 by the French archaeological mission in Petra on the temenos of the Qasr al-Bint were 
complemented by a renew architectural analysis, allowed by the excavation of a peristyle building, located east of the 
temple (1999-2014), and the exposure of the monumental staircase of the temple itself (2015-2018). The paper integrates 
both the archaeological evidence and the architectural analysis of the excavated structures, presenting a revised 
reconstruction of the area during the Nabataean and Roman periods. We will first discuss the spectacular refurbishing of 
the monumental stairs with white marble in the second c. AD, displaying a rather original design; we will then develop 
hypothesis and reconstruction drawing concerning the second construction, a luxury Nabataean two stories building. It 
was centred on a courtyard surrounded by a Doric portico, supporting a Corinthian gallery at the upper level, with screen 
walls adorned with colonette. Beside this sophisticated courtyard, the monumental gate of the building, with imbricated 
Nabataean and Corinthian orders, was studied, revealing two main successive construction stages. New perspectives are 
light out with those discoveries and enrich the debate about its function within the Qasr al-Bint complex. 
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Three fields of excavation were opened during KMAP’s inaugural season of excavation in 2014. Two of these fields 
formed the focus of efforts during the 2016 and 2017 seasons. In Field C West, the discovery of a miqveh prompted 
further work, uncovering a number of plaster and bedrock installations, which may support the hypothesis that, during 
the Hellenistic period, the site was used primarily for agricultural and ritual purposes. In Field B, excavations allowed us 
to determine an Iron Age foundation date for the defensive architecture in this area. This fortification system was reused 
briefly in the Hellenistic period; however, during this period, Field B was used primarily for ritual activities that involved 
the placing and subsequent burying of a number of cooking vessels. 
The presence of the miqveh coupled with the contemporary cooking pot deposits indicates that, during the Hellenistic 
period, the ancient town of Nebo was the focus of a distinct set of ritual activities that appear to be unique to this site. 
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F. Villeneuve and Z. al-Muheisen, revealed a large sanctuary built on the Nabataean and Roman times, a village and 
various facilities probably related to the maintenance of the sanctuary, a necropolis. Two houses were discovered, V1 at 
the north end of the village and V12 at the south end. New excavations carried out over the past few years on the large 
house V1 highlighted news factilities such as walls with stone thoughs for a hypothetical stable and a bathroom; they will 
be presented during this communication. These researches on the two houses V1 and V12 allow us to put forward two 
synthesis: one regarding the dwelling at Dharih and one more ambitious regarding the domestic architecture from the 
Nabataean and Roman eras between Negev and Southern Syria. 
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temple (1999-2014), and the exposure of the monumental staircase of the temple itself (2015-2018). The paper integrates 
both the archaeological evidence and the architectural analysis of the excavated structures, presenting a revised 
reconstruction of the area during the Nabataean and Roman periods. We will first discuss the spectacular refurbishing of 
the monumental stairs with white marble in the second c. AD, displaying a rather original design; we will then develop 
hypothesis and reconstruction drawing concerning the second construction, a luxury Nabataean two stories building. It 
was centred on a courtyard surrounded by a Doric portico, supporting a Corinthian gallery at the upper level, with screen 
walls adorned with colonette. Beside this sophisticated courtyard, the monumental gate of the building, with imbricated 
Nabataean and Corinthian orders, was studied, revealing two main successive construction stages. New perspectives are 
light out with those discoveries and enrich the debate about its function within the Qasr al-Bint complex. 
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formed the focus of efforts during the 2016 and 2017 seasons. In Field C West, the discovery of a miqveh prompted 
further work, uncovering a number of plaster and bedrock installations, which may support the hypothesis that, during 
the Hellenistic period, the site was used primarily for agricultural and ritual purposes. In Field B, excavations allowed us 
to determine an Iron Age foundation date for the defensive architecture in this area. This fortification system was reused 
briefly in the Hellenistic period; however, during this period, Field B was used primarily for ritual activities that involved 
the placing and subsequent burying of a number of cooking vessels. 
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various facilities probably related to the maintenance of the sanctuary, a necropolis. Two houses were discovered, V1 at 
the north end of the village and V12 at the south end. New excavations carried out over the past few years on the large 
house V1 highlighted news factilities such as walls with stone thoughs for a hypothetical stable and a bathroom; they will 
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complemented by a renew architectural analysis, allowed by the excavation of a peristyle building, located east of the 
temple (1999-2014), and the exposure of the monumental staircase of the temple itself (2015-2018). The paper integrates 
both the archaeological evidence and the architectural analysis of the excavated structures, presenting a revised 
reconstruction of the area during the Nabataean and Roman periods. We will first discuss the spectacular refurbishing of 
the monumental stairs with white marble in the second c. AD, displaying a rather original design; we will then develop 
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formed the focus of efforts during the 2016 and 2017 seasons. In Field C West, the discovery of a miqveh prompted 
further work, uncovering a number of plaster and bedrock installations, which may support the hypothesis that, during 
the Hellenistic period, the site was used primarily for agricultural and ritual purposes. In Field B, excavations allowed us 
to determine an Iron Age foundation date for the defensive architecture in this area. This fortification system was reused 
briefly in the Hellenistic period; however, during this period, Field B was used primarily for ritual activities that involved 
the placing and subsequent burying of a number of cooking vessels. 
The presence of the miqveh coupled with the contemporary cooking pot deposits indicates that, during the Hellenistic 
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F. Villeneuve and Z. al-Muheisen, revealed a large sanctuary built on the Nabataean and Roman times, a village and 
various facilities probably related to the maintenance of the sanctuary, a necropolis. Two houses were discovered, V1 at 
the north end of the village and V12 at the south end. New excavations carried out over the past few years on the large 
house V1 highlighted news factilities such as walls with stone thoughs for a hypothetical stable and a bathroom; they will 
be presented during this communication. These researches on the two houses V1 and V12 allow us to put forward two 
synthesis: one regarding the dwelling at Dharih and one more ambitious regarding the domestic architecture from the 
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complemented by a renew architectural analysis, allowed by the excavation of a peristyle building, located east of the 
temple (1999-2014), and the exposure of the monumental staircase of the temple itself (2015-2018). The paper integrates 
both the archaeological evidence and the architectural analysis of the excavated structures, presenting a revised 
reconstruction of the area during the Nabataean and Roman periods. We will first discuss the spectacular refurbishing of 
the monumental stairs with white marble in the second c. AD, displaying a rather original design; we will then develop 
hypothesis and reconstruction drawing concerning the second construction, a luxury Nabataean two stories building. It 
was centred on a courtyard surrounded by a Doric portico, supporting a Corinthian gallery at the upper level, with screen 
walls adorned with colonette. Beside this sophisticated courtyard, the monumental gate of the building, with imbricated 
Nabataean and Corinthian orders, was studied, revealing two main successive construction stages. New perspectives are 
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formed the focus of efforts during the 2016 and 2017 seasons. In Field C West, the discovery of a miqveh prompted 
further work, uncovering a number of plaster and bedrock installations, which may support the hypothesis that, during 
the Hellenistic period, the site was used primarily for agricultural and ritual purposes. In Field B, excavations allowed us 
to determine an Iron Age foundation date for the defensive architecture in this area. This fortification system was reused 
briefly in the Hellenistic period; however, during this period, Field B was used primarily for ritual activities that involved 
the placing and subsequent burying of a number of cooking vessels. 
The presence of the miqveh coupled with the contemporary cooking pot deposits indicates that, during the Hellenistic 
period, the ancient town of Nebo was the focus of a distinct set of ritual activities that appear to be unique to this site. 
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house V1 highlighted news factilities such as walls with stone thoughs for a hypothetical stable and a bathroom; they will 
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temple (1999-2014), and the exposure of the monumental staircase of the temple itself (2015-2018). The paper integrates 
both the archaeological evidence and the architectural analysis of the excavated structures, presenting a revised 
reconstruction of the area during the Nabataean and Roman periods. We will first discuss the spectacular refurbishing of 
the monumental stairs with white marble in the second c. AD, displaying a rather original design; we will then develop 
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Three fields of excavation were opened during KMAP’s inaugural season of excavation in 2014. Two of these fields 
formed the focus of efforts during the 2016 and 2017 seasons. In Field C West, the discovery of a miqveh prompted 
further work, uncovering a number of plaster and bedrock installations, which may support the hypothesis that, during 
the Hellenistic period, the site was used primarily for agricultural and ritual purposes. In Field B, excavations allowed us 
to determine an Iron Age foundation date for the defensive architecture in this area. This fortification system was reused 
briefly in the Hellenistic period; however, during this period, Field B was used primarily for ritual activities that involved 
the placing and subsequent burying of a number of cooking vessels. 
The presence of the miqveh coupled with the contemporary cooking pot deposits indicates that, during the Hellenistic 
period, the ancient town of Nebo was the focus of a distinct set of ritual activities that appear to be unique to this site. 
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The excavations conducted on the archaeological site of Dharih (Jordan) between 1984 and 2007, under the direction of 
F. Villeneuve and Z. al-Muheisen, revealed a large sanctuary built on the Nabataean and Roman times, a village and 
various facilities probably related to the maintenance of the sanctuary, a necropolis. Two houses were discovered, V1 at 
the north end of the village and V12 at the south end. New excavations carried out over the past few years on the large 
house V1 highlighted news factilities such as walls with stone thoughs for a hypothetical stable and a bathroom; they will 
be presented during this communication. These researches on the two houses V1 and V12 allow us to put forward two 
synthesis: one regarding the dwelling at Dharih and one more ambitious regarding the domestic architecture from the 
Nabataean and Roman eras between Negev and Southern Syria. 
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The works carried out since 1999 by the French archaeological mission in Petra on the temenos of the Qasr al-Bint were 
complemented by a renew architectural analysis, allowed by the excavation of a peristyle building, located east of the 
temple (1999-2014), and the exposure of the monumental staircase of the temple itself (2015-2018). The paper integrates 
both the archaeological evidence and the architectural analysis of the excavated structures, presenting a revised 
reconstruction of the area during the Nabataean and Roman periods. We will first discuss the spectacular refurbishing of 
the monumental stairs with white marble in the second c. AD, displaying a rather original design; we will then develop 
hypothesis and reconstruction drawing concerning the second construction, a luxury Nabataean two stories building. It 
was centred on a courtyard surrounded by a Doric portico, supporting a Corinthian gallery at the upper level, with screen 
walls adorned with colonette. Beside this sophisticated courtyard, the monumental gate of the building, with imbricated 
Nabataean and Corinthian orders, was studied, revealing two main successive construction stages. New perspectives are 
light out with those discoveries and enrich the debate about its function within the Qasr al-Bint complex. 
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Three fields of excavation were opened during KMAP’s inaugural season of excavation in 2014. Two of these fields 
formed the focus of efforts during the 2016 and 2017 seasons. In Field C West, the discovery of a miqveh prompted 
further work, uncovering a number of plaster and bedrock installations, which may support the hypothesis that, during 
the Hellenistic period, the site was used primarily for agricultural and ritual purposes. In Field B, excavations allowed us 
to determine an Iron Age foundation date for the defensive architecture in this area. This fortification system was reused 
briefly in the Hellenistic period; however, during this period, Field B was used primarily for ritual activities that involved 
the placing and subsequent burying of a number of cooking vessels. 
The presence of the miqveh coupled with the contemporary cooking pot deposits indicates that, during the Hellenistic 
period, the ancient town of Nebo was the focus of a distinct set of ritual activities that appear to be unique to this site. 
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The excavations conducted on the archaeological site of Dharih (Jordan) between 1984 and 2007, under the direction of 
F. Villeneuve and Z. al-Muheisen, revealed a large sanctuary built on the Nabataean and Roman times, a village and 
various facilities probably related to the maintenance of the sanctuary, a necropolis. Two houses were discovered, V1 at 
the north end of the village and V12 at the south end. New excavations carried out over the past few years on the large 
house V1 highlighted news factilities such as walls with stone thoughs for a hypothetical stable and a bathroom; they will 
be presented during this communication. These researches on the two houses V1 and V12 allow us to put forward two 
synthesis: one regarding the dwelling at Dharih and one more ambitious regarding the domestic architecture from the 
Nabataean and Roman eras between Negev and Southern Syria. 
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The works carried out since 1999 by the French archaeological mission in Petra on the temenos of the Qasr al-Bint were 
complemented by a renew architectural analysis, allowed by the excavation of a peristyle building, located east of the 
temple (1999-2014), and the exposure of the monumental staircase of the temple itself (2015-2018). The paper integrates 
both the archaeological evidence and the architectural analysis of the excavated structures, presenting a revised 
reconstruction of the area during the Nabataean and Roman periods. We will first discuss the spectacular refurbishing of 
the monumental stairs with white marble in the second c. AD, displaying a rather original design; we will then develop 
hypothesis and reconstruction drawing concerning the second construction, a luxury Nabataean two stories building. It 
was centred on a courtyard surrounded by a Doric portico, supporting a Corinthian gallery at the upper level, with screen 
walls adorned with colonette. Beside this sophisticated courtyard, the monumental gate of the building, with imbricated 
Nabataean and Corinthian orders, was studied, revealing two main successive construction stages. New perspectives are 
light out with those discoveries and enrich the debate about its function within the Qasr al-Bint complex. 
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Three fields of excavation were opened during KMAP’s inaugural season of excavation in 2014. Two of these fields 
formed the focus of efforts during the 2016 and 2017 seasons. In Field C West, the discovery of a miqveh prompted 
further work, uncovering a number of plaster and bedrock installations, which may support the hypothesis that, during 
the Hellenistic period, the site was used primarily for agricultural and ritual purposes. In Field B, excavations allowed us 
to determine an Iron Age foundation date for the defensive architecture in this area. This fortification system was reused 
briefly in the Hellenistic period; however, during this period, Field B was used primarily for ritual activities that involved 
the placing and subsequent burying of a number of cooking vessels. 
The presence of the miqveh coupled with the contemporary cooking pot deposits indicates that, during the Hellenistic 
period, the ancient town of Nebo was the focus of a distinct set of ritual activities that appear to be unique to this site. 
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F. Villeneuve and Z. al-Muheisen, revealed a large sanctuary built on the Nabataean and Roman times, a village and 
various facilities probably related to the maintenance of the sanctuary, a necropolis. Two houses were discovered, V1 at 
the north end of the village and V12 at the south end. New excavations carried out over the past few years on the large 
house V1 highlighted news factilities such as walls with stone thoughs for a hypothetical stable and a bathroom; they will 
be presented during this communication. These researches on the two houses V1 and V12 allow us to put forward two 
synthesis: one regarding the dwelling at Dharih and one more ambitious regarding the domestic architecture from the 
Nabataean and Roman eras between Negev and Southern Syria. 
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The works carried out since 1999 by the French archaeological mission in Petra on the temenos of the Qasr al-Bint were 
complemented by a renew architectural analysis, allowed by the excavation of a peristyle building, located east of the 
temple (1999-2014), and the exposure of the monumental staircase of the temple itself (2015-2018). The paper integrates 
both the archaeological evidence and the architectural analysis of the excavated structures, presenting a revised 
reconstruction of the area during the Nabataean and Roman periods. We will first discuss the spectacular refurbishing of 
the monumental stairs with white marble in the second c. AD, displaying a rather original design; we will then develop 
hypothesis and reconstruction drawing concerning the second construction, a luxury Nabataean two stories building. It 
was centred on a courtyard surrounded by a Doric portico, supporting a Corinthian gallery at the upper level, with screen 
walls adorned with colonette. Beside this sophisticated courtyard, the monumental gate of the building, with imbricated 
Nabataean and Corinthian orders, was studied, revealing two main successive construction stages. New perspectives are 
light out with those discoveries and enrich the debate about its function within the Qasr al-Bint complex. 
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Three fields of excavation were opened during KMAP’s inaugural season of excavation in 2014. Two of these fields 
formed the focus of efforts during the 2016 and 2017 seasons. In Field C West, the discovery of a miqveh prompted 
further work, uncovering a number of plaster and bedrock installations, which may support the hypothesis that, during 
the Hellenistic period, the site was used primarily for agricultural and ritual purposes. In Field B, excavations allowed us 
to determine an Iron Age foundation date for the defensive architecture in this area. This fortification system was reused 
briefly in the Hellenistic period; however, during this period, Field B was used primarily for ritual activities that involved 
the placing and subsequent burying of a number of cooking vessels. 
The presence of the miqveh coupled with the contemporary cooking pot deposits indicates that, during the Hellenistic 
period, the ancient town of Nebo was the focus of a distinct set of ritual activities that appear to be unique to this site. 
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The excavations conducted on the archaeological site of Dharih (Jordan) between 1984 and 2007, under the direction of 
F. Villeneuve and Z. al-Muheisen, revealed a large sanctuary built on the Nabataean and Roman times, a village and 
various facilities probably related to the maintenance of the sanctuary, a necropolis. Two houses were discovered, V1 at 
the north end of the village and V12 at the south end. New excavations carried out over the past few years on the large 
house V1 highlighted news factilities such as walls with stone thoughs for a hypothetical stable and a bathroom; they will 
be presented during this communication. These researches on the two houses V1 and V12 allow us to put forward two 
synthesis: one regarding the dwelling at Dharih and one more ambitious regarding the domestic architecture from the 
Nabataean and Roman eras between Negev and Southern Syria. 
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The works carried out since 1999 by the French archaeological mission in Petra on the temenos of the Qasr al-Bint were 
complemented by a renew architectural analysis, allowed by the excavation of a peristyle building, located east of the 
temple (1999-2014), and the exposure of the monumental staircase of the temple itself (2015-2018). The paper integrates 
both the archaeological evidence and the architectural analysis of the excavated structures, presenting a revised 
reconstruction of the area during the Nabataean and Roman periods. We will first discuss the spectacular refurbishing of 
the monumental stairs with white marble in the second c. AD, displaying a rather original design; we will then develop 
hypothesis and reconstruction drawing concerning the second construction, a luxury Nabataean two stories building. It 
was centred on a courtyard surrounded by a Doric portico, supporting a Corinthian gallery at the upper level, with screen 
walls adorned with colonette. Beside this sophisticated courtyard, the monumental gate of the building, with imbricated 
Nabataean and Corinthian orders, was studied, revealing two main successive construction stages. New perspectives are 
light out with those discoveries and enrich the debate about its function within the Qasr al-Bint complex. 
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Three fields of excavation were opened during KMAP’s inaugural season of excavation in 2014. Two of these fields 
formed the focus of efforts during the 2016 and 2017 seasons. In Field C West, the discovery of a miqveh prompted 
further work, uncovering a number of plaster and bedrock installations, which may support the hypothesis that, during 
the Hellenistic period, the site was used primarily for agricultural and ritual purposes. In Field B, excavations allowed us 
to determine an Iron Age foundation date for the defensive architecture in this area. This fortification system was reused 
briefly in the Hellenistic period; however, during this period, Field B was used primarily for ritual activities that involved 
the placing and subsequent burying of a number of cooking vessels. 
The presence of the miqveh coupled with the contemporary cooking pot deposits indicates that, during the Hellenistic 
period, the ancient town of Nebo was the focus of a distinct set of ritual activities that appear to be unique to this site. 
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The excavations conducted on the archaeological site of Dharih (Jordan) between 1984 and 2007, under the direction of 
F. Villeneuve and Z. al-Muheisen, revealed a large sanctuary built on the Nabataean and Roman times, a village and 
various facilities probably related to the maintenance of the sanctuary, a necropolis. Two houses were discovered, V1 at 
the north end of the village and V12 at the south end. New excavations carried out over the past few years on the large 
house V1 highlighted news factilities such as walls with stone thoughs for a hypothetical stable and a bathroom; they will 
be presented during this communication. These researches on the two houses V1 and V12 allow us to put forward two 
synthesis: one regarding the dwelling at Dharih and one more ambitious regarding the domestic architecture from the 
Nabataean and Roman eras between Negev and Southern Syria. 
 
 
NEW ARCHITECTURAL STUDY ON THE TEMPLE AREA (PETRA) 
 
Thibaud Fournet 
(CNRS / Ifpo / Mission archéologique française à Pétra), thibauf.fournet@gmail.com 
 
François Renel 
(INRAP/ UMR 7041 / Mission archéologique française à Pétra), francois.renel@inrap.fr  
 
The works carried out since 1999 by the French archaeological mission in Petra on the temenos of the Qasr al-Bint were 
complemented by a renew architectural analysis, allowed by the excavation of a peristyle building, located east of the 
temple (1999-2014), and the exposure of the monumental staircase of the temple itself (2015-2018). The paper integrates 
both the archaeological evidence and the architectural analysis of the excavated structures, presenting a revised 
reconstruction of the area during the Nabataean and Roman periods. We will first discuss the spectacular refurbishing of 
the monumental stairs with white marble in the second c. AD, displaying a rather original design; we will then develop 
hypothesis and reconstruction drawing concerning the second construction, a luxury Nabataean two stories building. It 
was centred on a courtyard surrounded by a Doric portico, supporting a Corinthian gallery at the upper level, with screen 
walls adorned with colonette. Beside this sophisticated courtyard, the monumental gate of the building, with imbricated 
Nabataean and Corinthian orders, was studied, revealing two main successive construction stages. New perspectives are 
light out with those discoveries and enrich the debate about its function within the Qasr al-Bint complex. 
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Three fields of excavation were opened during KMAP’s inaugural season of excavation in 2014. Two of these fields 
formed the focus of efforts during the 2016 and 2017 seasons. In Field C West, the discovery of a miqveh prompted 
further work, uncovering a number of plaster and bedrock installations, which may support the hypothesis that, during 
the Hellenistic period, the site was used primarily for agricultural and ritual purposes. In Field B, excavations allowed us 
to determine an Iron Age foundation date for the defensive architecture in this area. This fortification system was reused 
briefly in the Hellenistic period; however, during this period, Field B was used primarily for ritual activities that involved 
the placing and subsequent burying of a number of cooking vessels. 
The presence of the miqveh coupled with the contemporary cooking pot deposits indicates that, during the Hellenistic 
period, the ancient town of Nebo was the focus of a distinct set of ritual activities that appear to be unique to this site. 
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The excavations conducted on the archaeological site of Dharih (Jordan) between 1984 and 2007, under the direction of 
F. Villeneuve and Z. al-Muheisen, revealed a large sanctuary built on the Nabataean and Roman times, a village and 
various facilities probably related to the maintenance of the sanctuary, a necropolis. Two houses were discovered, V1 at 
the north end of the village and V12 at the south end. New excavations carried out over the past few years on the large 
house V1 highlighted news factilities such as walls with stone thoughs for a hypothetical stable and a bathroom; they will 
be presented during this communication. These researches on the two houses V1 and V12 allow us to put forward two 
synthesis: one regarding the dwelling at Dharih and one more ambitious regarding the domestic architecture from the 
Nabataean and Roman eras between Negev and Southern Syria. 
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The works carried out since 1999 by the French archaeological mission in Petra on the temenos of the Qasr al-Bint were 
complemented by a renew architectural analysis, allowed by the excavation of a peristyle building, located east of the 
temple (1999-2014), and the exposure of the monumental staircase of the temple itself (2015-2018). The paper integrates 
both the archaeological evidence and the architectural analysis of the excavated structures, presenting a revised 
reconstruction of the area during the Nabataean and Roman periods. We will first discuss the spectacular refurbishing of 
the monumental stairs with white marble in the second c. AD, displaying a rather original design; we will then develop 
hypothesis and reconstruction drawing concerning the second construction, a luxury Nabataean two stories building. It 
was centred on a courtyard surrounded by a Doric portico, supporting a Corinthian gallery at the upper level, with screen 
walls adorned with colonette. Beside this sophisticated courtyard, the monumental gate of the building, with imbricated 
Nabataean and Corinthian orders, was studied, revealing two main successive construction stages. New perspectives are 
light out with those discoveries and enrich the debate about its function within the Qasr al-Bint complex. 
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Three fields of excavation were opened during KMAP’s inaugural season of excavation in 2014. Two of these fields 
formed the focus of efforts during the 2016 and 2017 seasons. In Field C West, the discovery of a miqveh prompted 
further work, uncovering a number of plaster and bedrock installations, which may support the hypothesis that, during 
the Hellenistic period, the site was used primarily for agricultural and ritual purposes. In Field B, excavations allowed us 
to determine an Iron Age foundation date for the defensive architecture in this area. This fortification system was reused 
briefly in the Hellenistic period; however, during this period, Field B was used primarily for ritual activities that involved 
the placing and subsequent burying of a number of cooking vessels. 
The presence of the miqveh coupled with the contemporary cooking pot deposits indicates that, during the Hellenistic 
period, the ancient town of Nebo was the focus of a distinct set of ritual activities that appear to be unique to this site. 
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The excavations conducted on the archaeological site of Dharih (Jordan) between 1984 and 2007, under the direction of 
F. Villeneuve and Z. al-Muheisen, revealed a large sanctuary built on the Nabataean and Roman times, a village and 
various facilities probably related to the maintenance of the sanctuary, a necropolis. Two houses were discovered, V1 at 
the north end of the village and V12 at the south end. New excavations carried out over the past few years on the large 
house V1 highlighted news factilities such as walls with stone thoughs for a hypothetical stable and a bathroom; they will 
be presented during this communication. These researches on the two houses V1 and V12 allow us to put forward two 
synthesis: one regarding the dwelling at Dharih and one more ambitious regarding the domestic architecture from the 
Nabataean and Roman eras between Negev and Southern Syria. 
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The works carried out since 1999 by the French archaeological mission in Petra on the temenos of the Qasr al-Bint were 
complemented by a renew architectural analysis, allowed by the excavation of a peristyle building, located east of the 
temple (1999-2014), and the exposure of the monumental staircase of the temple itself (2015-2018). The paper integrates 
both the archaeological evidence and the architectural analysis of the excavated structures, presenting a revised 
reconstruction of the area during the Nabataean and Roman periods. We will first discuss the spectacular refurbishing of 
the monumental stairs with white marble in the second c. AD, displaying a rather original design; we will then develop 
hypothesis and reconstruction drawing concerning the second construction, a luxury Nabataean two stories building. It 
was centred on a courtyard surrounded by a Doric portico, supporting a Corinthian gallery at the upper level, with screen 
walls adorned with colonette. Beside this sophisticated courtyard, the monumental gate of the building, with imbricated 
Nabataean and Corinthian orders, was studied, revealing two main successive construction stages. New perspectives are 
light out with those discoveries and enrich the debate about its function within the Qasr al-Bint complex. 
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