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Figure 5 This photograph is of a demonstration in Paris on 13 May 1968.
The banner calls for better ‘rights’ for students and immigrant workers. Note
the range in ages of the demonstrators, particularly the two women march-
ing with a young girl, probably a daughter of one of the two. (Mémoires
d’Humanité)

Profiles of political émigreés

It is impossible to understand the MTA’s dedication to the Palestinian
cause without first examining how its initial activists lived the experi-
ence of exile. Their experience could be political or one of anomie
depending on whether they had had to leave their country for polit-
ical reasons (such as the repressive policies of the Tunisian regime) or
social ones because they had in some way broken with the social
mores of their backgrounds. The profile of MTA activists is analogous
to that of the Etoile Nord-Africaine pioneers, analysed by Abdelmalek
Sayad through the concept of jayah, which in Arabic means one who
astray, no longer on the right path.?

 this concept is used pejoratively within Arab families, it is
by Sayad. His aim is to understand the pol:
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