Understanding urban risks as
encompassing socio-ecological
phenomena

Territorializing landslides in Caracas and Quito

%k %k 3k %k k
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Main objectives

Set a contextual approach that accounts for time,
space and society in the shaping of vulnerability

Put forward epistemological and discursive
dimensions within such approach

Based on own fieldwork in Caracas and Sierra’s
research in Quito

Based on 3 epistemic communities (Latin Am.;
North Am.; France)



l. The political economy of landslides in Caracas

Il. Managing landslides according to diverse risk
conceptions and rationalities in Caracas and Quito

lll. Viewing urban landslides as drivers of
urbanisation in Caracas and Quito

IV. Territorializing landslides to view risks as
encompassing socio-ecological phenomena
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l. The political economy of landslides in Caracas

° PO/ii‘iCG/fGCtOfS (special local urban plans),

 Fconomic factors (« 1 meter square of land is 1 meter
square to sell »),

 And their articulation (according to political tag of public
authorities, either the top of the hills or the bottom of the valley

is urbanized).
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Il. Managing landslides through a diff
recognition of risks
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EVENTOS MEDIANOS Y PEOl}EﬂOS (Demmhes! Inundaciones,

Lluvias Tormr
Presta apoyo en materia de equipos

Fases de pre\encién yemergencia
l local

0.6.D.5 (Direccion General Sectorial de
Desarrollo Social).

Presta apoyo de recursos humanos y materiales,
especialmente en |a fase de rehabiltacion.

D.G.5.5.P. (Direccion General Sectorial de
Servicios Publicos

Adoridad Unica de
Coo el Coordina Ia actiidad de cada organismo y
Plan diferentes direcciones de la alcaldia, bajo Ia
orientacion de un plan de contingencia.
Negocia soluciones a nivel nacional, regional y
local .

i

Actita en la fase de prevencion yemergencia en
Bomberos y determinado evento coordinando las Iabore s de
Organismos de Rescate.
Seguridad.

Actian enla fise de prevencion.

Prestando apoyo en relacién a recursos
materiales yhumanos.

Participan y prestan apoyo en las labores de
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p
siempre y cuando le sea solicitada.



Il. Managing landslides according to diverse risk
conceptions and rationalities

* Risk identification and management are place- time-

and society-sensitive (they can be studied through
discourses, representations, risk policies or assessment...)

* Assessing the conceptualizations of society —

environment interactions is critical (it says a lot about
social organization and it frames the ability of a society to lessen

vulnerability).

Ex: Caracas municipios / Caracas agglomeration / ravines of Quito



lll. Viewing urban landslides as drivers of

urbanlsahon Risk of debris-flows and landslides in Quito,

Landslides allow enforcing According to public authorities
housing policy in Caracas (Sierra, 2008)
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Durante su recorrido por el Municipio Brién en el estado Miranda, el
presidente Chavez, ordené por decreto "tomar los edificios
abandonados de los ricos" para alojar temporalmente a los
damnificados de esa zona.
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IV. Territorializing landslides to view risks as
encompassing socio-ecological phenomena
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IV. Territorializing landslides to view risks as
encompassing socio-ecological phenomena

Different entry points according to ideology, research
questions, and the situations at stake:

- Cultural school of landscape (Sauer)

- Political economy analysis (Wisner, Watts, Blaikie)

- Analysis of discourses (Bankoff)

- Biophysical mechanisms

- Postcolonial approach and construction of knowledge (Escobar,
Biersack)

- Social organization and inequalities (O’Brien, Adger)

-Individual and collective behaviors and choices in front of the
environment - Hazard research (White)



