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The phonological history of the definite and indefinite determiner in Saint-Yvi in

Cornouaille according to observations made by de Jubainville in Fouesnant in

1874

Gary German

1 

an

ar al an guer 

an person  an zul  an lonned  an merc’het 

Atlas linguistique de la Basse-Bretagne 

2 
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Aperçu historique de l’évolution du déterminant défini 
an

3 

sindu

sindo

ә 

in en

an

4 

ande

an in int in ind an a

5 

in en, an

Le Catholicon an ann

an bloaz man anneil hegile

ann an

nn ann

�̩̄ ́ح̩̄� kas an amezog

́ح̩̄ an neb

6 an

an vro

an bys

an houl

an golon

7 ar

Ker-er-cuff Parc-er-forn

ir

inn ir

an
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ar

8 

gwnaeth guragun

cnoc

ә

9 cnoc cnuc queneach

Queneac’h Guegan

kreac’h e’ nec’h

10 

kraoñ Keneu

traoñ Téno

kerez kinez

11 an

an ar

an

Kerambars Kerampont Kerancolven Kerangoff

12 

an

ar al

13 ar and

al were not used in Fouesnant, just east of pt. 53, (Clohars-Fouesnant) not far from Quimper, but

this is not borne out by any of the maps of the ALBB.

an eur ur

� ̇
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̂ ̍ � ̇ � ̇

̇ ̂ � ̇ Ә ʁɥ ә əʁ ʁɥ əʁ Һ ʁɥ əʁ ɥʁ

ʁ

La forme du déterminant défini à Saint-Yvi

14 an

al

ar

15 

16 

Exemples de /N/ + voyelles, [w] :

̇ an/eun aouez

an/eun ivin

an/eun aval

an/eun oac’h (ozac’h)

Exemples de /N/ + [t], [d], [h] :

an/eun tad

̕ә an/eun darn

an/eun heol

an/eun hañv

� an/eun hebel

an/eun hoc’h
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Exemples de /N/ + [p] et [b] :

ar/eur pôtr

ә � ar/eur person

ar/eur bez

ar/eur belek

Exemples de /N/ + [k] : dans quelques mots très rares empruntés au français

ә ε ᴣ

̕ә ᴣ

Exemples de /N/ + [g] :

ƞ ә ar/eur ger

ƞ ᴣ � ar/eur giojenn

ƞ ar/eur gwaz

ƞ ә an/eur gador

ar/eur vuoc’h

� ar/eur vatez

ә̕ � ar/eur zadorn

ʃ ᴣ

ar/eur c’hi

˃ ʁ ʁ ʎ ar/eur c’holc’het

� ar wazed
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ә ar/eur falc’h

ә ar/eur sec’hor

ʃ ar chas

ɥɛ ar/eur c’hoenenn

ә ar/eur c’hoar

ә ar/eur mern

ә ar/eur nerz

ә al/eul leor

ʁ ar/eur rumm

17 

an zul merc’het lonned

ʁ ɣ

18 

ʁ

19 ʁ ɣ

ʁ ɣ

ar

the range and origin of this sound are not perfectly clear. The best established source

seems to be Primitive Breton [ᴣ-] in new-lenition position after the -r of articles; thus 

"the goat" (ALBB. 218, gavr) begins as [ә’r̂-] at points 49, 50 and 54 and [әr’r̂-] at point 55

ar

20 c’h ar  c’havr

ʁ ʃ � ʃ � ho roched

merc’h
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21 

ә ar/eur bern

maro

̕ ә ar/eur c’har

22 

ʁ ̃ɛ ᴣ war eeun

ɛ ʁ berr anal

ɛ ʁ pewar ugent

23 In S.E.K. (Cornouaille) at any rate it does look as if the external sandhi of -r r- is the situation

in which it (/g/ > /r/) chiefly arises; and of course in a dialect where the r-phoneme is regularly

grasseyé this would be particularly liable to occur

24 an

ʁ

an

25 

A lack of

adequate information prevents a decision whether it also occurs after vowels, but in da givri

"thy goats" (ALBB. 219) the only of the r area with a relevant form, pt. 54 (Nevez), has h - not

r .

26 

27 

ʁ ә e c’har gar

ʁ e c’houg koug kouzoug

ʁ ә ʃ � e c’horlañchen gorlañchenn

28 ʁ
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ʁ ʁ re c’hlao glao

29 

ә ʁ ʃ ә yar c’holcherez glocherez

30 

ʁ da c’houd gouzoud

ʁ da c’hounid gounid

ʁ da c’horvez gorvez

ʁ ә da c’haloupad galoupad

31 

ʁ diou c’har

32 ә

me a c’houlenno gantañ

ɥ ʁ c’hwi a c’hortezo ahanon

33 en em

� en em c’houzañv gouzañv

34 

an

ʁ ә 

35 ʁ

36 ʁ ar ɣ ʁ

an lonned an zul an
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an ar

an

an seiz tra

37 an merc’het

an ә

͘ ә ә ә ͘ ә ә

an  person an  guer

an

an nerz ә ә ә ә

c’hoari  coucou  gand  an

merc’hed ʁ ɛә ɛ gand an

botig lann

38 

an

Syncope

39 

ә

ʁ ә

͘

an

40 

�

� ɛ krogennou

͘ avalou

bihanañ

ᴣ � ᴣɛ izellañ
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41 

an

an

an ɛ ә

an

42 

ә ә ar falc’h

͘ � ͘ � ar vatez matez

ә ә ar sec’hor

ar c’hi ki

ʁ ʁ ʁ ar c’hoz goz

43 an

ә

an

an

an ә

әʃ ә әʃ

44 an

45 

an An

an

an

an
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an ar

46 

an

Nouvel Atlas

Linguistique de la Basse Bretagne

an
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