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PREDICTION 49

In the future, new technology will allow 
police to solve 100 percent of all crimes.

The bad news is that we’ll realize 100 percent 
of the population are criminals, including the police.

Have you committed any of these crimes?

• Speeding in your car?

• Using office supplies for personal business?

• Making personal phone calls from the phone at work?

• Violating copyright law?

Scott Adams, The Dilbert Future, 1997



RESEARCH PUZZLE

Empirical question

• Complex process of supranational and national IPR lawmaking

• High political salience and controversy

• Intense online/offline collective action by movements endowed with a high 
level of ICT knowledge and skills

Theoretical question

• Digital activism and social skills (digital network repertoires)



RESEARCH FRAMEWORK

Policy perspective

• Law as a governing institution (Morgan and Quack)

• Social skill and framing (Fligstein)

• Digital network repertoires (Chadwick)

• Discursive opportunity structures (McCammon et al.)



METHODS

Case studies

• DADVSI and HADOPI

• Telecoms package reform

Data collection

• In-depth interviews with stakeholders

• Specialized media and activist publications



CASE SELECTION

Comparability 

• WEIRD context

• Temporal period

Variance

• Institutions and agents

• Liberalism vs. dirigisme



DADVSI AND HADOPI
2006–2010







http://www.flickr.com/photos/yingrichard/3473149699/in/set-72157617304471894/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/yingrichard/3473149699/in/set-72157617304471894/
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Map Info: Number of nodes: 954,
Node Info:

EUCD.info

APRIL.org

http://voson.anu.edu.au/
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EUCD ONLINE PETITION
SIGNATORIES

Disclosure: I signed the EUCD 
petition (2006) as well as the 
HADOPI petition (2009).
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MAIN RESULTS

Copyright regime

• Path dependence

• Entropic and suboptimal legislative status quo

Political contention

• Digital network repertoires

• Online and offline repertoire switching



TELECOMS PACKAGE REFORM
2007–2009



THE EUROPEAN UNION

Liberal policy system: 

• Flexible majorities

• Open to interest representation

• Economic competences

Discursive opportunity

• Democratic governance

• Economic arguments



TELECOMS PACKAGE REFORM

Set of five EU Directives regulating the telecom sector

• EECMA/BEREC, spectrum, next-generation networks, consumer 
protection...

• Surprise guest:  “three-strikes” (Amendment 138) and net neutrality

Challenges for activists

• Complexity of the package

• Highly lobbied dossier

• Play on election politics



CAMPAIGN (SPRING 2008-NOVEMBER 2009)

Tools:

• IRC, mailing lists, wiki, 
website, social web (Twitter, 
identi.ca, Facebook)...

• Open source tools

• Technical expertise and 
culture of doing

Cross-country coalitions



POLITICAL MEMORY



CAMPAIGN

Build on past and national campaigns 

Establish credibility and legitimacy

Frame bridging

Collective analysis – Collaboration across EU

Achieve media resonance: pass message through media ecology

Combination of online and offline strategies



CONCLUSIONS

Challenging transnational IPR lawmaking

• Main argument:  Within the transnational copyright regime, resource-poor 
actors mobilize social and digital skills to form digital network repertoires 
that open discursive opportunity structures in which framing strategies 
generate political contention.

Mixed results on current legal institutions

• Status quo: Resource-rich interest actors remain influential in the lawmaking 
process but fail to counter alternative schemes of contention, which makes 
contemporary legal arrangements suboptimal and ambiguous at best for 
consumers, service providers and content providers alike.
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