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Scribes', Engravers' and Ministers' Lineages, an
Indication (among others) of the Royal Donor’s Identity:

- The Mahakosala Historical Society’s plates of Mahabhavagupta RY11 =
INSSomavamsin00028

- The Ruchida plates of Mahabhavagupta RY8 = INSSomavamsin00039
- The Jatesinga-Dungri Plates of MahasSivagupta Yayati, RY3 =
INSSomavamsin0O0016

- The Nuapatna Plates of the Time of Janamejaya, RY5 =
INSSomavamsin00021
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The Somavamsin dynasty

® Family tree suggested by Shastri, Ajay Mitra. 1995. Inscriptions of the
Sarabhapuriyas, Panduvamsins and Somavams$ins. Part I, p.213. Delhi .
Indian Council of Historical Research and Motilal Banarsidass
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1, Sivagupta (855-880 A.D.*)

2. Mahabhavagupta I Janamejaya (880-920 A.D.)
l |

3. Mahasivagupta I Yayati Vicitravira
(920-955 A.D.) | |
|
4. Mahabhavagupta Il Bhimaratha |
(955-975 A.D.) Abhimanyu
|
; l h
2. Mahasivagupta II 6, Mahabhavagupta III 7. Indraratha Sankararatha Vankaratha
Dharmaratha Naghusa (1010-1022 A.D.)
(975-995 A.D.) (995-1010 A,D.)

8. Mahaésivagupta III
Yayati Candihara
(1023-1040 A.D.)

R R e o L
|

9. Mahabhavagupta IV Uddyotakesarin Abhimanyu
(1040-1065 A.D.) |
Somesvara
10. Mahasivagupta IV Janamejaya
(1065-1080 A.D.)
L2 , |
11, Mahabhavagupta V Purafijaya 12. Mahasivagupta V Karna
(1080-1100 A,D.) (1100-1113 A.D.)

* The dates mentioned in brackets are only approximate.
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9.|Mahabhavagupta IV Uddyotakesarin Abhimanyu

040-1065 A.D.) |

Somesvara
10. Mahasivagupta IV Janamejaya

(1065-1080 A.D.)

|
114 Mahabhavagupta V|Purafijaya 12. Mahasivagupta V Karna
080-1100 A,D. (1100-1113 A.D.)

* The dates mentioned in brackets are only approximate.
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Material available : 8 issuer kings

e Mahabhavagupta Janamejaya

e Mahasivagupta Yayati

e Mahabhavagupta Bhimaratha

e MahasSivagupta Dharmaratha

* Indraratha

 Mahasivagupta Yayati

e Mahabhavagupta Uddyotakesarin

e MahasSivagupta Karna

17 copper plates
6 copper plates
1 copper plate

1 copper plate

1 copper plate

1 copper plate

4 copper plates

1 copper plate
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Attested names
from the copper plate inscriptions of the four first kings

Sivagupta Svabhavatunga
Mahabhavagupta Janamejaya
Mahasivagupta Yayati
Mahabhavagupta Bhimaratha

MahasSivagupta Dharmaratha
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Attested names
from the Indraratha’s inscription

Sivagupta Svabhavatunga
Mahabhavagupta Janamejaya
Mahasivagupta Yayati
Mahabhavagupta Bhimaratha

MahasSivagupta Dharmaratha

Abhimanyu

Indraratha
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From the inscription issued by
Uddyotakesarin’s mother

Janamejaya
Yayati
Bhimaratha

Dharmaratha

Candthara

Uddyotakesarin
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From the inscriptions issued by

Janamejaya
Yayati
Bhimaratha

Dharmaratha

Candthara

Uddyotakesarin

Uddyotakesarin

Janamejaya

Yayati

Bhimaratha
Dharmaratha
Naghusa
MahasSivagupta Yayati

Mahabhavagupta UddyotakeSarin
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Janamejaya

Yayati

Bhimaratha

Dharmaratha

Naghusa - ..
Vayat From the Karna’s inscriptions
Uddyotakesarin
Janamejaya

Puranjaya

Mahasivagupta Karna PONDICHERRY DHARMA WORKSHOP 8



Sivagupta Svabhavatunga
Mahabhavagupta Janamejaya
Mahasivagupta Yayati
Mahabhavagupta Bhimaratha
Mahasivagupta Dharmaratha
Abhimanyu

Indraratha

Mahasivagupta Yayati
Mahabhavagupta Uddyotakesarin
MahasSivagupta Janamejaya
Puranjaya

Mahasivagupta Karna

[ist of the names attested
within the Somavamsin corpus
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Different identifications



The Mahakosala
Historical Society’s plates
of Mahabhavagupta RY11

The Ruchida plates of
Mahabhavagupta RYS8

The Jatesinga-Dungri
Plates of Mahasivagupta
Yayati, RY3

The Nuapatna Plates of

the Time of Janamejaya,
RYS

4 problematic copper
plate inscriptions
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Specific and atypical features

The Mahakosala
Historical Society’s
plates of

Mahabhavagupta
RY11

The Ruchida plates of
Mahabhavagupta
RYS8

Seal with a bull

Saiva initial invocation

predecessor mentioned without any royal
titles

compound royal titles+coronation name of
the predecessor + padanudhyata + Royal
titles + coronation name of the issuer becomes
matapitrpadanudhyata®

physical features

final sentence craving for the indulgence of
the learned readers
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Different identifications

The Mahakosala - Naghusa (Tripathy), Uddyotakesarin
Historical Society’s plates (Panigrahi, Sircar, Shastri), Janamejaya’s
of Mahabhavagupta RY11 ancestor (Panda, Chopdar, Nayak, Acharya)

The Ruchida plates of

Mahabhavagupta RYS8 - Naghusa (Tripathy), UddyotakesSarin

(Panigrahi, Sircar, Shastri), Janamejaya’s
The Jatesinga-Dungri ancestor (Panda, Chopdar, Nayak, Acharya)

Plates of MahaSivagupta

Yayati, RY3 - Mahasivagupta Yayati I (Mazumdar)
Mahasivagupta Yayati II (Shastri)

The Nuapatna Plates of

the Time of Janamejaya, Janamejaya II (Shastri)

RYS PONDICHERRY DHARMA WORKSHOP 12



Physical features
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Ruchida Plates of Mahabhavagupta, Year 8

SECOND PLATE, SECOND SIDE

Image : Acharya, Subrata Kumar. 2013. “Ruchida Plates of Mahabhavagupta, Year 8.” JESI, Journal of the Epigraphical Society of India, XXXIX: 26—42
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Jatesinga-Dungri Plates of Mahééivagupta Yayati
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SUPPL. IV. NUAPATNA PLATES OF MAHASIVAGUPTA IV
JANAMEJAYA, YR. 5

FIRST PLATE

Shastri, Ajay Mitra. 1995. Inscriptions of the Sarabhapuriyas, Panduvamsins and Somavamsins. Part II, CLXIIL Delhi . Indian Council of Historical Research and Motilal
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Palaeography / Decoration



Concentric circles

i I

T B o o e ol o

® The Mahakosala Historical Society’s plate

® The Jatesinga-Dungri Plates of MahasSivagupta Yayati, RY3
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Flowers
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Religious affiliation



® The Mahakosala Historical Society’s plate

® The Ruchida plates of Mahabhavagupta

SEAL OF RUCHIDA PLATES RKSHOP 19



[nvocation

® The Mahakosala Historical Society’s plate : namah sivaya
® The Ruchida plates of Mahabhavagupta : namah purusottamaya

® The Banpur Plates of Indraratha, Year 6 : one initial stanza devoted to
Siva
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matapitrpadanudhyata® and royal
titles



References to the predecessor

mata-pitr-padanudhyata®

- The Mahakosala Historical Society’s plates of Mahabhavagupta
- The Ruchida plates of Mahabhavagupta

sri-mahabhavagupta-padanudhyata®

- The Jatesinga-Dungri Plates of Mahasivagupta Yayati
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Writers’ Engravers’ Ministers’
Lineages



Engraver : Sankillya

_ Sankillya is mentioned as the engraver of the Mahakosala

Historical Society’s plates of Mahabhavagupta
- Sankillya is mentioned as the father of the writer Srivatsa in

the Gaintala plates belonging to Mahabhavagupta
Janamejaya

- Argument possible but rather unlikely
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Datta family

The Nuapatna Plates of the Time of Janamejaya, RY5

Binding hole in the top side

no Saiva invocation

Malladatta is the minister as in 10 copper plate inscriptions
issued by Janamejaya the first
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Datta family

® Rudradatta, minister and writer : son of Devadatta
- The Mahakosala Historical Society’s plates of Mahabhavagupta
- The Ruchida plates of Mahabhavagupta

® Rudradatta, minister and writer : grandson of Harsadatta and nephew of
Simhadatta

- The Jatesinga-Dungri Plates of MahaSivagupta Yayati

® Rudradatta, minister of Utkala and Kosala
- The Baljjhari plates of Mahabhavagupta Uddyotakesarin RY4
- The Sankhameri plates of Mahabhavagupta Uddyotake$arin RY4
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Datta family
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Summary of the investigation
(Mahakosala and Ruchida plates)

Physical features : place of the binding hole atypical (no temporal indication) but
decoration : time of Uddyotakesarin

Religious affiliation : atypical seals with bull but initial hommage also found in a
CP issued by Indraratha

Reference to the predecessor : mata-pitr-padanudhyata also found in a a CP issued
by Indraratha + none of CPs issued by MBJ refers to his predecessor with
mahasivagupta, only Sivagupta

Engravers’ lineage : Sankillya mentioned in 1 CP of MBJ but not really convincing

Datta family : Rudradatta mentioned in 2 CPs dated in the reign of
Uddyotakesarin + Simhadatta his uncle was a minister under Bhimaratha’s reign
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Conclusion

The Nuapatna Plates of the Time of Janamejaya, RY5
=> Malladatta
Likely identification : Mahabhavagupta Janamejaya I (against Shastri’s opinion)

The Jatesinga-Dungri Plates of Mahasivagupta Yayati
=> sva-bhujopajita 115 + kaliriga-korigodotkala-kosala-svayambara-prasiddhah 114
Likely identification : Mahasivagupta Yayati II (against Mazumdar’s opinion)

The Mahakosala Historical Society’s plates of Mahabhavagupta
The Ruchida plates of Mahabhavagupta

=> decoration + religious affiliation + mata-pitr-padanudhyata
Time of composition : between Bhimaratha and Uddyotakesarin

Likely identification : Indraratha or Abhimanyu or Uddyotakesarin (against Acharya’s opinion)
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