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conducts multidisciplinary research in fields very close to the daily political 
concerns of citizens: Agriculture, Food and the Environment. Because of this, INRAE 
carries out a number of citizen science projects. 
Here is a sample of 6 projects illustrating the wide range of citizen science practices at 
INRAE, from crowdsourcing to participatory action research: 

Delphine Mézière, Marco Barzman, 
Sandra Denery, Dominique Desclaux, 
Caroline Falize, Philippe Loiseau-Dubosc, 
& Christophe Roturier

Directorate for Open Science, INRAE 
France

With 200+ such projects and the need to provide support to researchers with thematic training, workshops or feedbacks from 
other researchers and participants, we are faced with the challenge of distinguishing between the different types of projects. 
Existing typologies, however, are based on a single criterion and overlook the specificities of projects. 
We have thus developed our own frame of reference based on 13 criteria cover 6 dimensions: 

Web-based and long-term study of 
relationships between nutrition and 
health with 150,000 participants

Winegrower-participatory study of crop
management impact on  
microbiological soil quality

Image-based plant species
identification and large-scale plant 
inventory via a participatory platform

Co-research on diversity and 
interactions between wheat varieties, 
bakers’ practices and sourdough

Ecology of ticks and the diseases they 
transmit, via a crowdsourcing app and an 
open lab

Co-design for collective management  
and breeding of a local dairy sheep breed


