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A DIACHRONIC EXPLORATION OF ANALYTIC CAUSATIVES
IN EARLY MODERN SOUTHERN MIN
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(Hilary Chappell and Alain Peyraube)
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In this analysis of early Southern Min (16" — 17" centuries), we investigate analytic causative
constructions formed respectively by khit* 7, “to give’; s u* 1§ “to cause, send” and su® 5 “to
bestow, grant’ on the basis of two main historical documents, the Doctrina Christiana and the
Li Jing Ji. With reference to the diachronic development and grammaticalization pathways for
these verbs, it is shown that each forms different semantic types of causatives. The central
issue is to explain the apparently unusual occurrence of su® 15 as a causative verb in the
Doctrina Christiana.
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